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Kuchma sacks 
Tymoshenko 


See Page 7 


Kyiv Seeks ecclesiastical 


independence from Moscow 


See Page 13 


Anti-Kuchma protests resume 


As does police brutality 


(RFE/RL/BBC/UkrNews)—After a brief lull in the beginning of Janu- 
ary, anti-Kuchma protests have resumed across Ukraine. 

Tent camps of the “Ukraine Without Kuchma” movement were 
set up Jan. 23 in all the regional centres of Ukraine, except for 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhia, Kherson and Rivne, Interfax-Ukraine reports. 

In Rivne, Berkut [special police unit] fighters prevented the protesters 
from setting up tents. They dispersed the rally with their batons and ar- 
rested 12 protesters. 

Meanwhile, people’s deputy Volodymyr Mukhin from Kharkiv, where 
a tent camp was dispersed two weeks earlier in a similar fashion, has ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court asking to review the current practice of ban- 
ning political protests in Ukraine’s regions by the local authorities. The 
MP is confident this is a violation of the constitution. 

A day earlier, activists of the Ukrainian Republican Party [URP] and 
the UNA-UNSD [Ukrainian National Assembly-Ukrainian National Self- 
Defence] started a three-day march in Chernivtsi Region as part of the all- 
Ukrainian Ukraine without Kuchma protest. According to the head of the 
URP Chernivtsi ruling council, Ihor Bybyk, “thus the Ukraine without 
Kuchma protest action acquires a new form”. 

On the eve of the march, leaders of the regional branches of the URP, 
the Socialist Party of Ukraine and the UNA-UNSD held a joint rally on 
the central square in Chernivtsi. The protesters expressed their concern 
about a new wave of repression against the opposition and about the fact 
that authorities want to turn the tape scandal into a farce. 

The former Ukrainian ambassador to Romania, Prof Leontiy Sandulyak, 
spoke at the rally and called Kuchma “a puppet and a servant of oligarchic 
clans”. He says "Ше current regime has practically eliminated rightist forces 
in the last six years and started to eliminate leftist forces”. That is why, 
Sandulyak thinks, if the situation does not radically change in the near 
future, “we will have a new parliament of political forces appointed by 
oligarchs”. 

Ukrainian police during the night of Jan. 11-12 broke up a tent village 
that critics of Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma had set up in the main 
square of Kharkiv. 

Russian and Ukrainian news agencies said that riot police surrounded 
the camp and beat protesters. The demonstrators had encamped to protest 
against what they said was Kuchma’s involvement in kidnappings and 
murders of political opponents. 

Mukhin said police armed with batons dragged 50 protestors out of 
sleeping bags and arrested them, injuring two. City workers tore down the 
tent village. 

In Kyiv, following the holiday break, several hundred people gathered 
in front of the parliamentary building on Jan. 10 to demand the resigna- 
tion of Kuchma and Prosecutor- 
General Mykhaylo Potebenko, 
Interfax reported. 

That same day, heavily attended 
marches and rallies took place in 
many Ukrainian cities on that day 
in support of Kuchma. 

The demonstrators’ primary de- 
mand was that the parliament im- 
plement the constitutional reform in 
line with last year’s referendum giv- 
ing Kuchma more powers. 

According to official data quoted 
by Interfax, 50,000 people partici- 
pated in a pro-Kuchma rally in 
Kharkiv, 30,000 in Luhansk, 10,000 
in Lutsk, 6,000 in Simferopol, and 
4,000 in Bila Tserkva. 

However, the “Eastern Economist 
Daily” called the pro-Kuchma dem- 
onstrations “suspicious,” citing 
some media as saying that people 
were either forced to attend those 
demonstrations or received special 
privileges for doing so, such as an 
extra day off. 

Kuchma commented that he 
asked the executive authorities in the 
regions "пої to organize meetings 
and demonstrations in my support.” 
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Water blessed by ice 


-The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village celebrated Yordan — The Feast of Jordan on Jan. 19. Commemorat- 
ing the baptism of Christ, this day is more commonly known as the Feast of the Epiphany. It is also one of the 
most important holy days of the Ukrainian Church calendar, marking the end of the Ukrainian Christmas 
season. Pictured above: Fr. Paul Chomnycky of the Ukrainian Catholic Church conducts a water blessing 
ceremony at the ice cross. The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, located 50 kilometres east of Edmonton, is 
a recreation of a Ukrainian pioneer settlement on the Prairies from the 1920s period. 


Чи смерть Чорновола була випадком" 


Олег Єльцов 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Як стало відомо Радіо 
«Свобода» на засіданні парляментської слідчої 
комісії із з'ясування обставин загибелі Вячеслава 
Чорновола було названо прізвища людей, які 
ніби то організували теракт під виглядом 
дорожньо-транспортної пригоди внаслідок якої 
загинув лідер РУХУ. 

Народний депутат Анатолій Єрмак сповістив 
колег, що у парляменті до нього підійшов 
невідомий і розповів наступне. 

Ніби то координатором акції по знищенню 
Чорновола є керівник апарату МВС генерал- 
полковник Фере. Очолив терористичну групу 
заступник начальника загону спеціяльного приз- 
начення «Сокіл» Головного управління з боротьби 
з організованою злочинністю МВС підполковник 
Ненаженко. Безпосередні виконавці - близько 
20 працівників міліції, які свого часу припустилися 
грубих порушень закону - геть до кримінальних, 
але були врятовані від тюрми й відтоді перебу- 
вають «на гачку» у керівництва. З таких самих 
кримінальних елементів складається й агентурна 
мережа втаємниченого підрозділу. Саме з їх числа 


начебто був водій другої машини, яка слідувала 
за авто Чорновола. Цей чоловік з'явився незадов- 
го до аварії й після того безслідовно зник. 

Людина у масці на плівці Марчука стверджує, 
що безпосередньо перед аварією водій отримав 
сигнал відстати від машини Чорновола. Цю 
інформацію коментує заступник командира загону 
спеціяльного призначення «Сокіл» ГУБОЗ МВС 
Юрій Ненаженко: 

«Я вважаю це наклепом, заява ця безпідставна 
і вона протирічить здоровому глузду. Органи 
внутрішніх справ і підрозділ, у якому я працюю, 
ніколи, ні за яких обставин не залучалися до 
заходів, які протирічать закону. Ї я дуже обурений 
такою заявою, яка спрямована на те, щоб відвести 
слідство від реальних версій... Можливо хтось і 
має наміри зі мною порахуватися, але конкретно 
я таких людей серед свого оточення не вбачаю». 

Як стверджують народні депутати Єрмак та 
Омельченко, Євгеній Марчук неодноразово запев- 
няв їх, що особисто знайомий із людиною, яка 
дала свідчення на відеопліві. Аби розібратися - 
чи є ці свідчення правдою чи провокацією, Марчук 
мусить легалізувати полковника МВС - без маски. 


Підписано угоду про виплату остарбайтерам Австрії 


Юлія Жмакіна 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--17 січня у Києві було 
підписано двосторонню угоду між Австрійським 
фондом примирення та Українським національним 
фондом «Взаєморозуміння та примирення» про 
співробітництво у здійсненні добровільних виплат 
Австрійської Республіки колишнім остарбайтерам. 

Примусові робітники, зайняті у промисловості, 
отримають від австрійського фонду по 5 тисяч 
німецьких марок, ті, що працювали у сільському 


господарстві по 2 тисячі 600 марок. Враховано 
також і категорію дітей до 12 років, яким будуть 
нараховані компенсаційні суми за більш високою 
категорією одного з батьків. 

Однак на перешкоді до початку виплат україн- 
ським остарбайтерам стоїть умова - припинення 
розгляду американськими судами колективних 
позовів до австрійських підприємств. Як запевнили 
представники Австрійського фонду, цю перешкоду 
буде подолано протягом найближчих 2-3 тижнів. 


Чи ви відновили Вашу передплату? 


Перевірте наліпку на газеті. Ваша передплата триватиме 
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Терор розпочався? 


(Українська правда) -Обшуки у прихильників 
соцпартії носять просто брутальний характер. 
Як вже писала УП, 18-го січня до одного з 
помічників депутата CITY Валентини Семенюк 
Миколи Рудьковського ввалилася група міліціо- 
нерів, зламавши вхідні двері. Господар квартири 
відмовився відкривати двері людям в масках і 
наполягав «на пред'явленні йому підстав для 
обшуку, бажаючи знати, що саме слідчі і залучені 
працівники СБУ мають у нього вилучити». 

Після того, як двері зламали, з'ясувалося, що 
в постанові про обшук нічого про це не говорить- 
ся, повідомляє прес-центр СПУ. За даними 
Олександра Мороза, підставою для обшуку стало 
повідомлення з СБУ про те, що «ніби Рудьсковсь- 
кий організовує виготовлення фальшивих аудіо-- 
і відеозаписів з голосами президента і інших 
посадових осіб». На думку лідера Соцпартії, 
«абсурдність такої підстави не викликає жодних 
сумнівів», а сам обшук він розцінює «як шантаж 
і переслідування людей, які посміли сказати правду 
в справі журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе». 

На думку лідера СПУх дії правоохоронних 
органів підтверджують «своєчасність» оприлюд- 
нення відомих матеріялів і ще раз свідчить про 
прагнення «перетворити правоохоронців в інстру- 
мент розправи з тими, хто насмілився виступити 
проти посягання влади на Конституцію і права 
людини». 

У самій Генеральній прокуратурі підтверджують 
факт проведення обшуків у квартирах у Миколи 
Рудьковського і його брата Сергія. Постанову 
про обшук виніс слідчий з особливо важливих 
справ Генпрокуратури з санкції заступника генпро- 


курора, повідомляє Інтерфакс- Україна. 

Прес-центр генпрокуратури пояснює необ- 
хідність обшуків інформацією, яка надійшла від 
СБУ. «У процесі розслідування карної справи 
щодо обвинувачення Миколи Мельниченка у 
поширенні явно неправдивих вигадок, які 
порочать інших осіб і поєднані з обвинуваченнями 
у здійсненні важких злочинів, від Служби безпеки 
України поступили матеріяли, які дають підстави 
стверджувати, що в громадян Сергія і Миколи 
Рудьковських знаходяться предмети і документи, 
які мають значення для встановлення істини за 
цією справою». 

Соціялісти підозрюють, що «цінну» інформацію 
СБУ отримало через «прослушку», коли вони 
необережно обговорювали, коли і як обнароду- 
вати нову порцію записів Мельниченка. 

У прес-центрі зазначили, що у четвер, під 
час реалізації цих постанов на квартирі Рудьков- 
ського, працівникам прокуратури створювалися 
перешкоди, в зв'язку з чим члени оперативно- 
слідчої групи були вимушені застосувати заходи 
з їх ліквідації. Під час обшуків вилучені системні 
блоки комп'ютерів, лазерні диски, аудіокасети і 
значна сума іноземної валюти. Всі ці предмети 
будуть оглянуті за участю фахівців з метою 
встановлення приналежності до так званої 
«касетної справи». 

Тобто зараз ніхто не може бути спокійним — 
скажімо, ви на роботі, а міліція у вас викриває 
квартиру за «сигналом» СБУ. Хто може 
гарантувати, що й ви непричетні до «касетної 
справи»? Особливо, якщо у вас є відеомагнітофон 
та комп'ютер... 


Загальні інформації про німецьку програму 
компенсації за примусову роботу 


(КУК) - Конгрес Українців Канади (КУК) 
отримав слідуючі інформації від Посольства Hi- 
меччини у Канаді про Акт Створення Фундації 
«Пам'ять, Відповідальність і Майбутнє» німецько- 
го уряду з метою надання допомоги особам, 
котрі працювали на примусових роботах, а також 
іншим жертвам нацизму: 

Акт створення Фундації «Пам'ять, Відповідаль- 
ність і Майбутнє» уточнює, що перш всього 
буде виплачено компенсацію аплікантам, які: 

- були затримані у концентраційному таборі, 
як визначено у секції 42(2) Федерального Закону 
про Репарацію, або були затримані в аналогічних 
умовах в іншому таборі-в'язниці, або у гетто 
та, які були змушені виконувати примусові роботи 
(секція 11(1)(1)), 

- були депортовані зі своєї країни народження 
на територію Німецького Рейху в межах його 
границь у 1937 році, або на територію, яка бу- 
ла під окупацією Німецького Рейху та змушені 
виконувати примусові роботи в промислових або 
комерційних підприємствах, або у державному 
секторі, та були затримані в умовах інших, як 
вижче подані, або змушені жити у в'язничних 
обставинах чи інших аналогічних надзвичайно 
тяжких умовах життя. 

Акт включає статтю, яка дає право уповнова- 
женим партнерським організаціям надавати допо- 
могу іншим жертвам націонал соціялістичної не- 
справедливости, а зокрема, примусовим робітни- 


АР ‘ 
крути 


кам у сільському господарстві. Партнерські ор- 
ганізації повинні самі вирішити коли користува- 
тися цією статтею. 

Акт також забезпечує виплати аплікантам, які 
протягом расистських переслідувань понесли шко- 


ди власності, як передбачається у реституційних 
законах, що були спричинені німецькими 


компаніями. Акт також передбачає окрему 
процедуру для отримання компенсації за інші 
заподіяні шкоди власності пов'язані з нацистською 
несправедливістю. 

Акт рівно ж забезпечує виплати компенсацій 
за інші особисті пошкодження у зв'язку з нацист- 
ською несправедливістю, перш за все, і найважли- 
віше, пошкодження під час медичних експеримен- 
тів, або у випадку смерті чи серйозного пошкод- 
ження здоров'я дитини, яка перебувала в домі 
для дітей примусових робітників (секція 9(3)). 

Українці канадці, які живуть в Канаді можуть 
отримати офіційні аплікації на компенсацію 
телефонуючи до Міжнародної Організації для 
Міграції на безплатне чисто: 1-866-446-5187. 

Офіційні аплікації на компенсацію від Між- 
народної Організації для Міграції мусять бути 
внесені найпізніше до: 11-го серпня 2001 р. 

«КУК сподівається, що Німецька Програма 
Компенсації за Примусову Роботу дещо полег- 
шить терпіння, яке пережили дуже багато україн- 
ців від німецьких нацистів протягом Другої Світо- 
вої Війни», сказав президент КУК Евген Чолій. 


Черкаський священик, який «повалив 
Леніна», став «Людиною року» 


(«День»)- -Журналісти газети «Молодь Черкащини» визначили 
переможця в номінації «Людина року». 

Ним стала неординарна особа - священик Української право- 
славної церкви Київського патріярхату із села Червона Слобода 
(Черкаський район) отець Іларіон, який у жовтні 2000 року в 
своєму селі зруйнував пам'ятник Володимира Ілліча Леніна. Иого 

«Гаргумент був простий: «Я боявся, що ідол рано чи пізно впаде та 
покалічить когось із дітей» (неподалік розміщена місцева школа). 

Як повідомила кореспондентові «Дня» Євгену Бруслиновському 
головний редактор газети «Молодь Черкащини» Юлія Сакун, 


священик руйнував пам'ятника кельмою -- 


будвельним інструментом. Більше за те, в плянах отця Іларіона 
- цілком мирні і творчі задуми: на Великдень він зі своїми 
парафіянами має намір увійти в новозбудований храм - Свято-- 
Троїцьку церкву, споруджену силами та за пожертви віруючих. 
Їларіон «обійшов» у змаганні на звання «Людини року» 
таких авторитетних та відомих осіб в області, як мер Черкас 
Володимир Олійник, голова облдержадміністрації Володимир 
Лук'янець, начальник обласної міліції генерал Олег Кочегаров, 


- Очевидно, що сьогодні на перші позиції в нашому суспільстві 
виходять саме «люди з кельмами», тобто ті, які не лише руйнують 
старі, віджилі канони, а й водночас мурують підвалини майбутнього». 
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Winnipeg sculptor unveils statue 
of Shevchenko in St. Petersburg 


By Carol Sanders, Winnipeg Free Press 

After five years of “intrigues,” Winnipeg sculptor Leo 
Мої finally unveiled his gift to the city of St. Petersburg 
before its mayor, Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma. 

“There was quite a crowd there,” Mol, 85, said of the 
Dec. 22 ceremony in the Russian city where he studied 
in the 1930s. 

Seeing the larger-than-life statue of Taras Shevchenko 
“Ukraine’s Tolstoy” standing in a city that is itself a 
museum, was a lifetime achievement for Mol. 

The Ukrainian-born artist said the 3.3-metre bronze 
statue, completed in 1993 near Munich, is so important 
to him because it represents where he came from, where 
he’s been and what he’s learned. 

Shevchenko (1814 to 1861) was a serf whose land- 
lord noticed his artistic gifts and sent him to work in St. 
Petersburg as an apprentice. The enslaved artist sketched 
sculptures in the gardens of the Summer Palace in St. 
Petersburg in his spare time. A teacher at the St. 
Petersburg Academy of Fine Art, Russian painter Karl 
Brulov, auctioned опе of his works to buy Shevchenko’s 
freedom so he could attend the academy. 


Shevchenko published the first edition of his 
“Kobzar’, which consisted of poems in Ukrainian, in 
St. Petersburg in 1840. His works were often critical 
of Russian Tsar Nicholas I and this, combined with 
membership in the Brotherhood of Sts. Cyrill and 
Methodius, which advocated an equal federation of 
Slavic people, brought about his arrest in 1846. 
Shevchenko was sentenced to 10 years exile and mili- 
tary service in Kazakhstan. 

Upon his release, the academy in St. Petersburg lob- 
bied on his behalf and he was allowed to return to the 
academy to teach. He died there in 1861 at the age of 47. 

When Mol born Leonid Molodozhanyn in Polonne, 
Ukraine in 1915 finished Grade 7, he was expected to 
apprentice in a trade. He worked in a theatre studying 
stage design. 

Before he left for St. Petersburg, then known as Len- 
ingrad, his father gave him some advice. “My dad 
pointed out to me that I should speak Russian without 
a trace of an accent. It was dangerous you could be 
accused of nationalism,” Mol said. 

He expected his monument would be erected in 1995, 
but “a number of intrigues” delayed it. 
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UCPBF protests lack of funding 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Professional and Business 
Federation has protested the fact that 
it was denied funding for its Cana- 
dian Issues Roundtable, held in Ot- 
tawa Sept. 14-15, 2000. 

In a Dec. 28 letter to Marcelle 
Gibson Project Officer Multicultu- 
ralism for the Department of Cana- 
dian Heritage, Oksana Bashuk 
Hepburn, President of the UCPBF 
says in earlier discussions the Fed- 
eration was led to believe that fund- 
ing for its Canadian Issues 
Roundtable; held in Ottawa Sept. 
14-15, would be forthcoming and 
heard only a few working days be- 
fore the event that it would not 

“The reason given was a ‘days 


old’ policy shift in Multiculturalism 
requiring all monies to be directed 
to the World Conference on Fight- 
ing Racial Discrimination in South 
Africa,” she added. 

“You indicated that your manage- 
ment suggested that we re-introduce 
our submission in the context of the 
World Conference; a total shift of 
focus but one that we would con- 
sider after the Roundtable. 

“My calls to the Director, Barbara 
Levine, and the Director General, 
Karen Ginsberg, were not returned. 

“Within two weeks of receiving 
documents dealing with the World 
Conference I called you to discuss 
and seek clarification; my call was 
not returned. 


Rada fails to amend Constitution 


But passes proportional election law 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament on Jan. 18 failed to approve a bill on 
amending the constitution in line with last year’s constitutional referen- 
dum, Interfax reported. In particular, one amendment gives the president 
the right to dissolve the legislature if the latter fails to form a pro-govern- 


ment majority or pass a budget. - 


Only 204 lawmakers endorsed the bill, which was supported by 251 
votes last July (300 votes are required to amend the constitution). 

The voting was boycotted by Communist and Socialist lawmakers as 
well as the Fatherland caucus, which used the action to protest the crimi- 
nal charges brought recently against Deputy Premier Yulia Tymoshenko, 


head of the Fatherland Party. 


President Leonid Kuchma, who was on an official trip in Germany at 
the time, commented that the constitutional referendum needs to be im- 


plemented in a “civilized way.” 


The same day the parliament voted by 254 to 17 with four abstentions 
to pass a law that abolishes the current mixed voting system and envisions 


“The Ukrainian Canadian Profes- 
sional and Business Federation is 
very unhappy with the way this 
matter was handled. It is our view 
that we were not treated well, not 
by you specifically Ms Gibson, as 
you were but the instrument of more 
senior decisions, but by the Pro- 
gramme.” 

Bashuk Hepburn added that the 
UCPBE “is very much in favour of 
racial equality”, however, “we do 
not feel that we were treated 
equally”. 

Bashuk Hepburn also said that 
Canadian Multiculturalism “is dif- 
ferent from fighting racism and the 
two must not be confused.” 

“We feel that the Multiculturalism 
Program is meant to serve the cul- 
tural identity needs of each Cana- 
dian in the relationship of Canada’s 
own emerging culture. It is our view 
that the Program is not responding 
to its mandate when it rejects Cana- 
dian diversity initiatives such as the 
UCPBF Roundtable.” 
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that a next parliament will be elected under a proportional party-list sys- 
tem. The pro-presidential caucuses of Labor Ukraine, Revival of Regions, 
Solidarity, and the Social Democratic Party (United) refused to partici- 
pate in the voting. 

According to the law, lists of candidates for the parliament may be pro- 
posed only by those political parties or blocs that succeed in collecting 
500,000 signatures in their support. The law stipulates that only parties 
supported by no less than 4 percent of voters nationwide can be repre- 
sented in the parliament. The law does not specify the number of legisla- 
tors to be elected, apparently leaving leeway for the implementation of 
last year’s plebiscite which endorsed reducing the number of parliamen- 
tarians from 450 to 300. 


Coal mine explosion kills at least 7 


A methane gas explosion killed at least seven miners and injured 15 

more in a coal mine in Ukraine’s Donetsk region Jan. 21, officials said. 
One miner was reported missing, reported the Associated Press. 
_ Atotal of 59 miners were working about 2,460 feet underground at the 
Krasnolimanskaya mine in the town of Krasnoarmeisk at the time of the 
explosion, said Mykhailo Kliagin, a spokesman for a militarized mining 
rescue service in Donetsk. : 

One of the injured miners was in critical condition, Kliagin said. 

Elsewhere, three miners who were trapped underground Jan. 19 by a 
coal layer collapse in the Luhansk region were rescued Jan. 20, the Interfax 
news agency reported. They were reported to be in a satisfactory condi- 
tion. 
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журналіста в Україні 


Їгор Столяров 

(Прес-центр «Південь»)- У Миколаєві 
поховали відомого журналіста, засновника 
та довголітнього редактора газети «Ве- 
чірній Миколаїв» Володимира Смирнова. 
Ще 30 грудня о шостій ранку на вулиці 
жорстоко побитого і ледве живого. 
Цього ж дня він помер у лікарні швидкої 
допомоги, а тіло тримали у морзі судово- 
медичної експертизи. 

Правоохоронні органи виправдовують 
таку тривалу затримку з поширенням 
відомостей про загибель журналіста 
відсутністю у Володимира Смирнова 
особистих документів. Міліція визнала, 
що смерть журналіста наступила внаслі- 
док звирячого побиття. 

Злочинці досі перебувають на свободі, 
а Управління Міністерства Внутрішніх 
Справ виправдовується заявами про 
проведення «оперативних» слідчих дій. 

Як заявив в інтерв'ю нашому корес- 
пондентові журналіст миколаївської теле- 
компанії «Кримінальний кур'єр Віталій 
Міхеда: «Володимир Смирнов був досить 
помітною людиною серед миколаївських 
журналістів. Скажімо, досить популярна 
газета «Вечірній Миколаїв» була засно- 


вана саме ним. 

Звичайно, тих хто його добре знає, 
це вбивство дуже сильно вразило. Серед 
журналістів це має значний резонанс. 

Їгор Столяров: Працівники засобів 
масової інформації мають надію на те, 
що вбивць буде покарано? 

Віталій Махно: З моєї точки зору, 
проблема полягає в тому, що майже 
тиждень тіло Володимира Смирнова 
перебувало у морзі. Майже тиждень, 
зрозуміло, ніхто злодіїв цих особливо 
не шукав і не з'ясовував ніяких обставин. 
Час втрачено і це дуже значний фактор. 

Ї. С: А на Вашу думку, які могли 
бути причини його побиття? В його 
газеті виходили резонансні публікації які 
могли б не сподобатися певним впли- 
вовим колам? 

Віталій Махно: В принципі - так. Він 
писав на теми резонансні. Були теми на 
які він писав і які могли комусь не 
сподобатися. ..». 

Смерть відомого миколаївського жур- 
наліста Володимира Смирнова - за вже 
офіційними документами медиків - стала 
реальністю внаслідок перелому під'язич- 
ної кістки. 


Закінчився Курултай 
кримськотатарського народу 


Володимир Притула 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- -Два дні працювала 
чергова сесія Курултаю — загально- 
національного з'їзду. 8-го січня вона 
закінчила свою роботу, ухваливши нове 
положення про вибори і делегатів 
Курултаю і низку резолюцій про нинішнє 
становище кримських татар. 

Попри те, що головним на 4-ій сесії 
3-го Курултаю кримськотатарського на- 
роду було питання про зміни у положенні 
про вибори його делегатів, найбільш 
обговорюваною стала тема представницт-- 
ва раніше депортованих осіб в органах 
влади і наділення їх земельними паями. 

Голова Меджлісу кримськотатарського 
народу Мустафа Джемілев виступаючи 
на Курултаї заявив про нагальну необ- 
хідність врегулювання цих двох найгос- 
тріших для кримських татар проблем. 
Пан Джемілев відзначив, що існує 2 
варіянти забезпечення адекватного пред- 
ставництва кримських татар в органах 
влади Криму - внесення змін у кримську 
Конситуцію і закон України про вибори 
до Верховної Ради АПК, та ухвалення 
українським парляментом окремого 
закону, який би захищав права кримсь- 
котатарського народу. 

Лідер Меджлісу відзначив, що поки 
«ні того, ні іншого домогтися не вда- 
лося», і нагадав, що 1993 року після 
початку масових акцій протесту крим- 
ських татар, власті, побоюючись запро- 


вадження на півострові надзвичайного 
стану та ліквідації автономії, ввели у 
парляменті Криму на 1 термін квоти 
для репатріянтів. Однак, як особливо 
наголосив Мустафа Джемілев, зараз 
Меджліс не приступав до підготовки 
«розвитку подій у такому напрямку», 
виходячи з двох моментів. За його 
словами, є побоювання, що події можуть 
вийти з-під контролі і завдати великої 
шкоди інтересам України. А по-друге, 
ще не вичерпано «менш конфліктні 
розв'язання цих проблем». 

Лідер Меджлісу звернув особливу увагу 
на необхідність розв'язання земельного 
питання, тобто наділення репатріянтів 
землею нарівні з післявоєнними пере- 
селенцями. За словами Мустафи Джем-- 
ілева, якщо влада не знайде справед- 
ливого рішення, може виникнути дуже 
гострий конфлікт з подальшим набуттям 
міжетнічного забарвлення. 

Курултай ще раз підтвердив легі- 
тимність перебування Мустафи Дже- 
мілева на посаді голови Меджлісу і під- 
тримав його пропозицію зберегти дво- 
ступінчату «американську» систему вибо- 
рів делегатів Курултаю. На його ж 
пропозицію збільшено їхню кількість - 
до 250 осіб, з яких 200 - обиратимуться 
зборами виборників і 50 - за пропор- 
ційною системою за списками громад- 
ських і політичних організацій кримських 
татар. 


Рятуючи життя людей. 


Капітан Bruno Castonguay координує роботу повітряної рятувальної служби 
Канадських збройних сил (Canadian Forces / Forces canadiennes). Він та його колеги 
і партнери допомагають канадійцям, які опинилися у небезпеці. Вони круглодобово 
поспішають на допомогу тим, хто знаходиться у критичному становищі на суші 
чи на морі, і допомагають рятувати життя людей. Це - лише одна з сотен видів 
послуг, що надаються урядом Канади. 
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Смерть ще одного | Завершила роботу шоста 


сесія Верховної Ради 


Сергій Руденко 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- -22 січня завершила 
роботу шоста сесія Верховної Ради Укра- 
їни. За драматизмом та насиченістю вона 
не поступалася жодній попередній. Ба 
більше - п'ять місяців, що минули від 
тоді, для найвищого законодавчого органу 
держави стали справжнім випробуванням 
на парляментаризм. 

Ще до початку шостої парляментської 
сесії Віктор Медведчук означив її як 
сесію кодексів, посилаючись на нагаль- 
ність ухвалення проєктів Кримінального, 
Цивільного, Земельного та Бюджетного 
кодексів. Проте, очікуваного лідером ес- 
деків «параду» через низку як об'єктив- 
них, так і суб'єктивних факторів, не 
відбулося. 

Хоча Їван Плющ каже, що шоста се- 
сія за кількістю ухвалених законів була 
продуктивнішою від усіх попередніх. Від- 
кинувши мову цифр, слід сказати, що 
на законодавчий процес шостої сесії 
впливало кілька обставин. Найперше це 
- ситуація навколо імплементації рішень 
всеукраїнського референдуму, події нав- 
коло зникнення журналіста Гонгадзе, а 
за тим і «касетний» скандал. 

У випадку зі внесенням змін до Кон- 


ституції парлямент спромігся зберегти 


обличчя парляментаризму, відмовившись 
від ухвалення ініційованих пропрезидент- 
ськими силами законодавчих «напівфаб-- 
рикатів» - закону про парляментську 
біль-шість та про зміни до Основного 
закону. Таким чином, розвіяно міф про 
існування парляментської більшості у 


Верховній Раді і можливість впливу на 
процеси у вищому законодавчому органі 
прези-дентської адміністрації. Натомість 
реакцію та дії парляменту на події у 
зв'язку зі «справою Гонгадзе» та «касет- 
ним скандалом» аж ніяк не можна наз- 
вати адекватними. За умов, коли прези- 
дента, міністра внутрішніх справ, KepiB— 
ника президентської адміністрації та Ге-- 
нерального прокурора звинувачують у 
антизаконних діях і це підтверджується 
доказами, Верховна Рада, очевидно, з 
переляку, спромоглася лише на те, аби 
рекомендувати Леонідові Кучмі розгля- 
нути питання про доцільність перебування 
Кравченка, Соловкова та Деркача на 
їхніх посадах. Потебенько такої честі у 
народних депутатів не удостоївся. 

Та й депутатська комісія з розслідування 
обставин зникнення Гонгадзе, яку очолює 
Олександр Лавринович, нагадує сьогодні 
«троянського коня». Оскільки її керівник 
до завершення на Заході експертиз аудіо- 
записів і таращанського тіла твердо гово- 
рить про те, що у нього не має підстав 
не довіряти вітчизняним правоохоронцям. 
При цьому ж, як твердить пан Головатий, 
Лавринович відмовляється підписувати 
листа до Ради Европи з проханням 
допомогти провести необхідні експертизи. 
А відтак, те, що відбувалося у Верховній 
Раді навколо «справи Гонгадзе» упродовж 
останніх чотирьох місяців, навіть після 
провалу імплементації, дозволяє конста- 
тувати: вищий законодавчий орган виявив- 
ся нездатним реалізувати своє право на 
парляментську контролю. 


Для здоров'я 


польських та 


українських вояків-миротворців 
у Косові немає небезпеки 


Ганна Стеців 

(Радіо «Свобода») Президент Польщі 
Александр Кваснєвський їздив до Косова 
разом з президентом України Леонідом 
Кучмою, 10 січня. Обидва лідери разом 
відвідали базу польсько-українського 
спільного миротворчого батальону в 
місцевості Рака у Косові. Як заявив 
Александр Кваснєвський, не існує 3arpo— 
зи для життя чи здоров'я вояків спіль- 
ного батальону. 

Свою заяву президент Польщі підтвер-- 
див аналізами, які провели на базі поль- 
ські лікарі. До речі, перевірені були всі 
місця, де служать польські та українські 
військові, й висновки фахівців підтвер- 
дили - небезпеки для здоров'я громадян 
Польщі та України, які беруть участь у 
миротворчих акціях у рамках спільного 
батальону, немає. Треба, одначе, зазна- 
чити, що заява президента Кваснєвського 
поки що не є офіційною, оскільки рапорт 
у цій справі буде подано найближчими 
днями. Стало відомо також, що польські 
експерти привезли з Косова проби для 
аналізів - зразки волосся вояків спіль- 
ного батальону. Лише після докладних 


Щоб отримати додаткову інформацію англійською чи французькою мовою 

про послуги, що надаються урядом Канади: 

e Зайдіть до найближчого до Вас Інформаційного центру урядових служб 
Канади (Service Canada Access Centre / Centre d'accés Service Canada) 

e Завітайте до сторінки в Інтернеті: уууууу. canada.gc.ca 

e Телефонуйте: 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) 
DD. 1 800 465- 1735. 


аналізів буде зроблено остаточні BUCHOB— 
ки. До речі, шеф Генерального штабу 
війська польського генерал Чеслав Пьон- 
тас підтверджує попереднє припущення 
про те, що вояки спільного українсько-- 
польського батальону можуть бути 
спокійні за своє здоров'я. 

Президент України Леонід Кучма у 
розмові з журналістами також посилався 
на висновки українських лікарів і 
ствердив, що для українських військових 
у Косові немає небезпеки, якщо йдеться 
про променеві хвороби. 

Спільний візит президентів Польщі та 
України на базі у місцевості Рака, де 
служать українські та польські миро- 
творці, став черговим підтвердженням 
того, що вояки сусідніх держав добре 
виконують свою місію спільним KOMaH— 
дуванням, що українсько-польський ба-- 
тальон є зразком порозуміння між війсь- 
ковими натівської країни з військовими 
країни позаблокової, і що батальон є 
підтвердженням того, що такі держави 
- натівська і позаблокова - можуть 
успішно співпрацювати на користь миру 
та стабільності у Европі. 
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Prosecutor nearly certain corpse belongs to journalist 
Kuchma bodyguard says disgust over corruption prompted him to make tapes 


By Askold Krushelnycky, Bruce 
Pannier and Irena Chalupa 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s prosecu- 
tor-general, Mychaylo Potobenko, 
on Jan. 11 made a long-awaited re- 
port to parliament about an investi- 
gation into the disappearance last 
year of journalist Heorhiy Gon- 
gadze. Gongadze was well known 
for articles on corruption in Ukraine 
and was highly critical of President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

In November, a headless body 
was discovered outside Kyiv. Some 
of Gongadze’s friends who saw the 
mutilated corpse were convinced it 
was Gongadze’s body. But before 
they could make arrangements to 
transport the remains to Kyiv, the 
body was taken away by Ukrainian 
authorities for forensic tests. 

Gongadze’s family, friends and 
journalist organizations have all 
been critical about what they call the 
inordinate length of time taken to 
identify the body. 

Now, in his report, Potobenko said 
DNA (genetic material) tests show 
there is a 99.6 percent probability 
the headless corpse belongs to 
Gongadze. 

He said some of those on the fo- 
rensic team were well-known ex- 
perts, including one who identified 
the remains of the last tsar of Rus- 
sia and his family, murdered by Bol- 
sheviks in 1918. 

Potobenko said there were multi- 
ple injuries on the body and its head 
had been hacked off with a sharp 
instrument, but it was impossible to 
establish the exact cause of death. 

But he said it was still not com- 
pletely certain the remains were 
those of Gongadze and DNA tests 
show there is a minute element of 
doubt. He also said there was evi- 
dence, such as claimed sightings of 
Gongadze in Ukrainian towns, to 
suggest the journalist is alive. 

Gongadze’s wife has said that be- 
cause of certain characteristics of the 
body and jewelry found with it she 
is almost certain the body belonged 
to her husband. 

Potobenko’s report was immedi- 
ately criticized by some members of 
parliament who believe President 
Kuchma is involved in the disap- 
pearance and who have been press- 
ing for a full and open investigation. 

One of those, former Justice Min- 
ister Serhiy Holovaty, accused Pote- 
benko of acting on Kuchma’s behalf 
to obstruct the investigation. He lik- 
ens the methods used by Potobenko 
and the Ukrainian administration to 
those used during the Stalin era: 

“Potobenko is a propagator of the 
Stalinist system. Potobenko is a pure 
Stalinist, Potobenko is that type of 
creature who is an instrument of the 
sort that was used in the repressive 
times of Stalin in 1952, 1953 and 

1937. He represents a mechanism 
for concealing information about the 
murders of human beings.” 

Potobenko, in his report, also said 

scientific tests on voice recordings 
that a former Ukrainian intelligence 
officer says are Kuchma — suggest- 
ing Gongadze be kidnapped and 
handed over to a Chechen gang — 
show the tapes had been doctored. 
The intelligence officer, Major 
Mykola Melnychenko, claims to 
have secretly taped several of 
Kuchma’s conversations, proving 
the president was involved in 
Gongadze’s disappearance as well 
as согадумолу and kha Vege prac- 
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tices. 

Kuchma has denied the tapes’ au- 
thenticity and has denied he has any- 
thing to do with Gongadze’s disap- 
pearance. He told RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service the allegations he is in- 
volved with Gongadze’s disappear- 
ance are a setup. 

“Why should a president, after the 
election, look for some journalist. 
Do I look like a fool or something?” 

“T believe this is a very well-pre- 
pared provocation and I don’t want 
to say who is behind it before the 
end of the investigation. But I have 
already said that [opposition politi- 
cian Oleksander] Moroz is just a 
mouthpiece who is being used. 
Nothing else,” he added. 

It was Moroz who first publicized 
the existence of the tapes. | 

Copies of the tapes have been 
given to Ukraine’s prosecutor gen- 
eral, independent experts and the 
Council of Europe. The tapes have 
prompted the Ukrainian parliament 
to call for the dismissal of Interior 
Minister Yuri Kravchenko and 
Ukraine Security Service chief 
Leonid Derkach. 

Ukrainian authorities have issued 
a warrant for Melnychenko’s arrest. 
He is said to be living in a secret 
location in Western Europe. 

Melnychenko says he was 
prompted to make the tapes because 
he was disgusted at the corruption 
he claims pervaded the presidential 
administration and that he was dis- 
mayed at Kuchma’s resort to illegal 
methods, including violence, to si- 
lence his political enemies. 

In an interview with RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, Melnychenko 
says the people who accuse him of 
betrayal are those who are involved 
in crimes themselves. By that he 
means ministers, governors and 
members of the president’s inner 
circle. He says he was only acting 
for the good of the Ukrainian peo- 
ple. 

“I ‘betrayed’ because I know 
where the people’s money is going 
— these millions of dollars. I be- 
trayed the interests of the president 
in the time when he (laundered 
money), he gave directions, when 


‘they built him dachas (country 


houses) for US$4 million and $7 
million. I betrayed these interests. 
But what then about the people’s 
interests, those who work in the fac- 
tories and plants which were ordered 
closed because of the political am- 
bitions of the president?” 

Melnychenko says his tapes re- 
veal Kuchma was directly linked to 
both widespread corruption and 
plotting the elimination of his en- 
emies. 

He says, for example, that a busi- 
nessman from Ukraine’s Zhytomyr 
region paid Kuchma $5 million in 
gold. Melnychenko says the money 
could have been used to pay off the 
region’s back wages and pensions 
but was not. 

Melnychenko says he has record- 
ings of even more serious matters. 
He says an October hand-grenade 
attack on опе ої Kuchma’s political 
opponents, Natalia Vitrenko, was 
carried out on the president’s orders 
to keep Vitrenko out of the presiden- 
tial election. Vitrenko and many of 
her supporters were wounded in the 
attack. 

Melnychenko also says Kuchma 
is highly sensitive to criticism and 
says his tapes prove Kuchma and 


other top officials plotted to have 
Gongadze killed: 

“They removed Heorhiy, whether 
they killed him or not, I do not have 
this information... I believe Heorhiy 
is alive. They wanted to break his 
will and to show him that he should 
pay a lot of money first of all to those 
structures for which he (Gongadze) 
was working. I don’t have proof that 
he is alive, I don’t have proof that 
he was eliminated. But I do have 
proof that Kuchma ordered it 
(Gongadze’s elimination) and there 
is proof the president was very wor- 
ried about Gongadze’s fate after the 
disappearance.” 

Melnychenko told RFE/RL he 
wants eventually to return to 
Ukraine to give evidence before a 
court. 

But Holovaty believes this is a bad 
idea for the moment. й 

“I would not want Melnychenko 
to return to Ukraine at the moment 
because in our country we now have 
a system for destroying people who 
tell the truth.” 

Melnychenko took part Jan. 9 in 
an RFE/RL Ukrainian service 
broadcast in which he said he had 
more tapes, which pointed to 
Kuchma’s personal involvement in 
taking large amounts of stock in pri- 
vatized companies. 

He repeated he has tapes which 
he claims have Kuchma ordering the 
“destruction” — probably political 
rather than physical — of Ukraine’s 
popular, reform-minded Prime Min- 
ister Victor Yushchenko and plans 
to discredit the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

Tymoshenko has been charged 
with siphoning off millions of dol- 
lars of profits from stolen gas when 
she controlled Ukraine’s biggest 
energy company. 

In late December and early Janu- 


ary, there were several sizeable dem- 
onstrations in Ukraine supporting 
the Gongadze cause, with protest- 
ers demanding Kuchma’s ouster, but 
these have now subsided. 

Melnychenko says he is not dis- 
heartened: 

"І don’t think there’s apathy in 
society, but I think society during the 
years of Kuchma’s administration 
has grown frightened, more so than 
it was frightened during the years 


PEKAO 


of the Gorbachev regime.” 

He says he believes the over- 
whelming majority of Ukrainians 
are convinced of Kuchma’s involve- 
ment in the Gongadze case. 

“But it’s a different matter 
whether society is prepared to voice 
this protest and whether it’s prepared 
to rid itself of a despot, a dictator, a 
person who has created a mecha- 
nism for the killing of people and 
the persecution of journalists.” 
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CANADIAN UKRAINIAN SHOWCASE 


presents 


A Ukrainiaw Montage 
"Kids Helping Kids” 
Charity Benefit Concert 


in support of Ukrainian Orphanage & Social Services 


Saturday, February 3, 2001 
7:00 pm Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
Tickets $25, $20 and $15 pus agency fee 
Available at TiX on the Square 420-1757 
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Cymk 

Thor Bohdan 
Luba Goy 


Luba Bilash 


Featuring 


Edmonton Ukrainian Male Chorus 


Ron Cahute Є Thor Baczynskyj 
Michael Curry 

Fr. K. Kearns School Children's Choir 
Romko the Ukrainian Fiddler 


AN EVENING OF COMEDY, SONG AND DANCE 


For more information please contact Peter Grabowski 457-2201 
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Ukraine heading in 
a fearful direction 


Events in Ukraine are starting to become more ominous with each pass- 
ing day. Not only is the Presidential Administration continuing to sup- 
press freedom of speech, it is also starting to move the country ever closer 
into the Russian orbit and further away from its expressed goal of integra- 
tion into the European Union. 

Many of the reports that have come out over the past few months (and 
with increasing frequency during the past one) are very reminiscent of the 
old USSR. Among them: 

e Police raid a tent city set up by anti-Administration protestors and 
reportedly beat them up. ; 

» Intimidation of the news media continues. Security Services even 
threaten Radio Liberty — which has provided the Ukrainian population 
with uncensored news for over 50 years. 

¢ Pro-Presidential counter-demonstrations are organized and their num- 
bers reportedly stacked by forcing people to come out or offering them 
incentives such as extra days off. 

Under attack both at home and abroad, the Presidential Administration 
has attempted to divert public attention from its own scandals by charging 
First Deputy Prime Minister in Charge of Energy, Yulia Tymoshenko, of 
forgery, smuggling gas and tax evasion. As a former political protege of 
former Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, Tymoshenko no doubt has some 
skeletons in her closet. However, these particular charges may be suspect 
and both the timing of them and her dismissal are openly transparent. 

Not only does the Tymoshenko affair divert attention from the Presi- 
dent’s own woes, but it also indirectly strikes out at his most dangerous 
political rival — the pro-Western reformist Prime Minister Yushchenko 
who, incidentally, is first in line to replace Kuchma should he resign or be 
impeached — and it undermines the reform process especially in the en- 
ergy sector, noted as being the most corrupt, thus allowing the oligarchs 
who control that sector and support the President, to further line their 
pockets at the people’s expense. 

Yushchenko brought in Tymoshenko precisely because she knew how 
the system could be manipulated and how to prevent that from happening. 
To her credit — and to the dismay of the oligarchs — she proceeded to do 
just that. Because of this Yushchenko has steadfastly stood by her and 
refused to order her dismissal as is required by the Constitution. 

An attack on Tymoshenko is an attack on Yushchenko himself. Quite 
likely Kuchma is afraid to take Yushchenko, who remains the most (prob- 
ably also the only) trusted politician in Ukraine and has the support of the 
West, on directly. But Tymoshenko, with her Lazarenko connections, is 
vulnerable, thus making her a convenient scapegoat. 

It is also significant that Tymoshenko’s dismissal comes right at the 
time she was planning a major overhaul of the coal sector which would 
make it less vulnerable to corruption and had opposed a plan which would 
plug three eastern oblasts into the Russian energy grid. She argued, justi- 
fiably, that this would increase Russian control over Ukraine’s energy sys- 
tem, thus its influence over Ukraine. 

Her concerns are well founded. Over the past year, Ukraine has sold off 
some most lucrative bits of its economy, such as its aluminium industry, 
to Russia at bargain prices. Russia has also repeatedly pressured Ukraine 
to sell of its energy distribution system in return for debts. Should that 
occur, Ukraine will lose much of its sovereignty. 

Diaspora communities view these recent developments with great fore- 
boding. The country appears to be heading in the very same direction that 
the people of Ukraine overwhelmingly voted against in the Presidential 
election just a little over a year ago, when they supported Kuchma over a 
Communist opponent. 
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Status of Russian language again 
threatens Ukrainian-Russian relations 


By Taras Kuzio 

On Jan. 3, the Russian Foreign Ministry again raised 
the question of the status of the Russian language in 
Ukraine, an issue that has bedeviled bilateral relations 
since Leonid Kuchma’s re-election for a second term 
as president in November 1999. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry claimed that the 
Ukrainian State Committee for Information Policy, 
Television and Radio Broadcasting (Derzhkominform), 
led by long time leading Rukh member and writer Ivan 
Drach, is insisting that all television and radio in 
Ukraine be aired only in the Ukrainian language. Two 
days later, Derzhkominform issued a counter statement 
that its intention has never been to totally remove Rus- 
sian from Ukraine’s media. 

At issue is Derzhkominform’s insistence on imple- 
mentation of Article 9 of the law “On Television Broad- 
casting,” which states that programs broadcast through- 
out Ukraine be only in the state language (Ukrainian). 
The exception to this is in regions where national mi- 
norities “live compactly.” 

Derzhkominform has submitted changes to the law 
to the Ukrainian parliament (Rada) that define what 
“compactly” means and whether that designation can 
be applied to a linguistic group (i.e. Russophones), as 
opposed to only national minorities (Russians are only 
in a majority in the Crimea). 

Derzhkominform’s insistence that all-Ukrainian pro- 
grams be broadcast only in Ukrainian is supported by 
the National Council for TV and Radio (Natsrada), 
Derzhkominform’s joint executive-parliamentary over- 
sight body which is headed by a Kuchma appointee. 
The policies of Derzhkominform are, moreover, enthu- 
siastically endorsed by centre-right Prime Minister 
Viktor Yushchenko and his government, in particular 
by Mykola Zhulynsky, Deputy Prime Minister with 
responsibility for the Humanities and Director of the 
National Academy of Sciences Institute of Ukrainian 
Language. Zhulynsky is also Chairman of the Council 
for Language Policy attached to the president which is 
helping the National Orthography Commission to re- 
turn to 1920s Ukrainian language rules that were re- 
placed in the 1930s by Josef Stalin to make Russian 
and Ukrainian closer in style and syntax. 

In February 2000, the State Committee for Informa- 
tion Policy and the State Committee for TV and Radio 
were amalgamated into Derzhkominform, and Drach 
was appointed its new head. Natsrada has been domi- 
nated by three parliamentarians from pro-Kuchma oli- 
garch factions and one anti-Kuchma representative 
since the left lost control of parliament in early 2000. 
Yuriy Pokalchuk, a well known writer and former mem- 
ber of Rukh, represents the United Social Democrats 
on Natsrada. 

In October 2000, Derzhkominform issued a warn- 
ing to newspapers from Russia registered in Ukraine, 
such as “Komsomolskaya Pravda у Ukraine,” to abide 
by their registration documents; that is, publish mate- 
rial on Ukraine, open offices in Ukraine and use some 
Ukrainian language in their editions sold in Ukraine. 

Another complaint rested upon advertising revenues 
which Ukraine is losing because Ukrainian and West- 
em companies located in Ukraine prefer to place their 
adverts in Russian newspapers sold in Ukraine, rather 
than Ukrainian ones, as they then reach both the Ukrain- 
ian and Russian markets. 

Also in October, the Natsrada issued a warning to 
Ukrainian TV and radio stations that they must obtain 
a license if they wished to re-transmit programs from 
Russia. Yet, Natsrada had stopped giving out licenses 
on the eve of the Ukrainian presidential elections in 
October 1999. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry’s complaints were 
based on the fear that TV and radio programs from 


Analysis 


Kuchma’s support for these moves - 
against the Russian media, which are 
backed by the pro-presidential 
oligarchs, are not due to any patriotic 
support for the Ukrainian language. 
...Printed media from Russia are more 
independent and beyond his control.. 


Russia would no longer be available in Ukraine (the 
Russian Foreign Ministry purposefully ignored the large 
number of Russian-language TV and radio programs 
produced in Ukraine). Under Ukrainian law, 50 per cent 
of programs on TV and radio in Ukraine should be in 
Ukrainian, a point that is only now being enforced by 
Natsrada. 

Derzhkominform refused to register “Kommersant- 
Ukraina” and forbid further newspapers from Russia 
registering in Ukraine. Beginning in January 2001, all 
medicines sold in Ukraine have to have instructions 
only in Ukrainian. 

Derzhkominform also sent a draft law to the Rada 
calling for modifications to the legislation on media 
that define henceforth Ukrainian newspapers as only 
those written and published in Ukraine. President 


‘Kuchma’s draft law in June cutting taxes on Ukrain- 


ian-language publications was adopted by parliament 
on Sept. 15. 

At the large book bazaar in Kyiv’s Petrivka region, 
80 percent of books on sale are from Russia, a reflec- 
tion of this unfair competition. In 1999 18 million books 
were published in Ukraine, while 25 million were im- 
ported from Russia. In November Kuchma also issued 
a decree providing financial assistance to Ukrainian 
book publishing. These moves by Derzhkominform and 
Natsrada are likely to be supported by Ukraine’s par- 
liament and executive because of the catastrophic de- 
cline in newspapers published in Ukraine since 1995, 
when Russia removed all taxes on Russian publications, 
thereby giving them a big financial edge over those 
published in Ukraine. 

Newspapers from Russia circulated in Ukraine and 
elsewhere in the former USSR are also subsidized by 
the Russian state budget, meaning they are cheaper to 
buy. Of the top 13 newspapers in Ukraine according to 
print runs, five are from Russia (“Izvestiya- Ukraina,” 
“Trud (Ukraina),” “Komsomolskaya Pravda у 
Ukraine,” “Argumenty i Fakty v Ukraine” and “Mos- 
kovskii Komsomolets v Ukraine.” Of the remaining 
seven national newspapers published in Ukraine, only 
three are in Ukrainian, two are in Russian and another 
three have separate Russian and Ukrainian editions. 

Kuchma’s support for these moves against the Rus- 
sian media, which are backed by the pro-presidential 
oligarchs, are not due to any patriotic support for the 
Ukrainian language. Kuchma has been a strong oppo- 
nent of independent media in Ukraine, which he has 
been accused of undermining. Printed media from Rus- 
sia are more independent and beyond his control and 
therefore their removal from Ukraine would be in his 
interest, particularly as they have been extensively re- 
porting on the “Kuchmagate” (“Gongadzegate”) scan- 
dal since November. 

Thus, the cultural-linguistic concerns of the national 
democrats coincide with the financial and authoritar- 
ian demands of Kuchma and the centrist oligarchs. 


Taras Kuzio is a visiting fellow, Watson Institute of In- 
ternational Affairs, Brown University. 


Article demonstrates Ukraine’s intellectual backwardness 


Re: “Ukraine’s economy and national identity”, by 
Volodymyr Zviglyanich, October 4-17, 2000, page 16 

The article demonstrates an ignorance of history and 
of economic and social theory. 

For example, contrary to his contention that econo- 
mies and nation-states develop in tandem, the nation- 
states of Denmark, France, England the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, and Sweden developed 
before national economies arose. In Italy’s and Ger- 
many’s cases, the economies arose before the nation- 
states. 

Germany and Italy might seem to support the au- 
thor’s contention that the nation states arose because 
of models created by academics. However, in both 
cases, the dreamers (romantics) intellectuals were used 
by the practical men, in Germany Bismarck, in Italy 
the House of Savoy, for their purpose. 

The author misunderstands the role of the German 


Letter to the Editor 


intellectuals. They were not proposing schemes to set 
up a nation. They viewed their task to be the discovery 
of the characteristics of the nation that existed in em- 
bryo. 

“The author treats Marxism as a rational political and 
economic theory. It is universally recognized that Marx 
as a prophet, the role he aspired to, was wrong in every 
prediction; he was totally wrong. His bastard child, 
Marxism, was a propaganda tool of thugs for estab- 
lishment of and ancient form or economic relations, 
Oriental Despotism. 

The article clearly demonstrates the backwardness 
of Ukraine intellectually. 
J.B. Gregorovich, Mt. Forest, Ont. 
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Kuchma fires Tymoshenk 


Acts on request from Potebenko — not 
Yushchenko — as constitutionally required 


(JF Monitor)—On Jan. 19, Ukrainian President | 


Leonid Kuchma fired the embattled Deputy Premier 
Yulia Tymoshenko, the controversial energy entrepre- 
neur who turned energy industry reformer a year ago. 


Officially, Tymoshenko was fired on request from | 
Prosecutor General Mykhaylo Potebenko, who com- | 
plained to Kuchma that her remaining in government рі 


would complicate the investigation against her. 
Tymoshenko is officially charged with smuggling Rus- 
sian gas and forgery in 1995-1997, when she headed 
the private company United Energy Systems of Ukraine 
(UESU). 

In a television interview, Kuchma — criticizing her 
performance in government — said that Potebenko’s 
request was not the only reason for her dismissal. It 
might also have been provoked by the media allega- 
tions that Tymoshenko might be behind the ongoing 
“tape scandal,” in which Ukrainian top officials are 
implicated. Potebenko indirectly confirmed those alle- 
gations in an interview on Jan. 19. 

The Ukrainian constitution prescribes that the presi- 
dent dismiss ministers on request from the premier, but 
makes no mention of similar requests from the pros- 
ecutor general. Kuchma, unlike pro-Western Premier 
Viktor Yushchenko, has never been satisfied with 
Tymoshenko’s performance and did not ask for 
Yushchenko’s consent to dismiss her. 

It is interesting to note that several hours before the 
decree was issued, Yushchenko’s cabinet of ministers 
had approved Tymoshenko’s coal industry reforms pro- 
gram. At the cabinet meeting, Yushchenko lashed out 
at Fuel and Energy Minister Serhiy Yermilov, 
Tymoshenko’s main opponent in government of her 
energy policies. Yushchenko told Yermilov that the coal 
sector would be reformed, no matter whose personal or 
corporate interests might be foiled. 

With her reforms, which were aimed at opening up 
the energy industry (a hotbed of official corruption), 
Tymoshenko trod on a great many toes. The interests 
-of several well-connected businessmen in politics were 
damaged last year, when she banned barter payments 
— eliminating many shadow schemes — and subordi- 
nated the energy market to the government. Similar 
reforms in the coal sector would also damage the pow- 
erful Donetsk “clan,” which controls mines and 5еу- 
eral steelworks in eastern Ukraine. 

For whatever it is worth, Tymoshenko herself report- 
edly profited from shadow energy schemes in the mid- 
1990s, when UESU was patronized by then Premier 
Pavlo Lazarenko. After Lazarenko’s dismissal in 1997, 
UESU was edged out of the market. Though she was 
promoting market openness, Tymoshenko might have 
had her private interests in mind as well: If the “oli- 
garchs” controlling big chunks of the market lost some 
of them as a result of the reforms, UESU could jump 
back in. 

Regardless of this, it is in the economy’s best inter- 
est to open the market, eliminate barter and privatize 
transparently. Improved electricity payments would 
decrease Ukraine’s dependency on Russian gas for 
power stations. If Tymoshenko’s policies are quashed, 
spheres of influence on the market might be redistrib- 
uted, which might in turn damage the ailing energy in- 
dustry. 

The IMF, Ukraine’s main international creditor, ap- 
parently did not look favorably on Tymoshenko’s dis- 
missal. Ukraine’s IMF representative, Henri 
Ghesquiere, in commenting on it, noted that reforms in 
the energy are key to resolving the problem of economic 
growth. 

Tymoshenko announced that she will not leave poli- 
tics and will support Yushchenko’s government, as long 
as it continues the energy policy she launched. At the 
same time, she would join ranks with the opposition. 
This will inevitably complicate relations between 
Kuchma and Yushchenko, and weaken both. Kuchma’s 
pro-presidential majority in the Rada (parliament), cre- 
ated last February, disappeared after Tymoshenko’s dis- 
missal. 

Fatherland, the faction which supports her, withdrew 
its support for Kuchma on Jan. 18, siding instead with 
the left-wing and right-wing oppositions against the pro- 
Kuchma centrists, and blocking two bills crucial to 
implementing last year’s constitutional referendum. 
Fatherland will most likely suffer the fate of Lazarenko’s 
Hromada, which fled to the opposition after Lazarenko’s 
dismissal, but broke up after Lazarenko fled Ukraine 
in 1999. 


сб, Wy ‘ му у бі 


Yulia Tymoshenko 


The events which led to Tymoshenko’s dismissal 
began Jan. 5 when Deputy Prosecutor General Mykola 
Obikhod, who happens to be the main investigator of 
Lazarenko’s affairs in Ukraine, announced that crimi- 
nal proceedings were being launched against her. He 
accused her of forgery, smuggling Russian natural gas 
worth US$445 million and tax evasion to the order of 
$149,000. 

The prosecution also launched a new criminal case 
against Tymoshenko’s husband and former business 
partner, Oleksandr, who has been behind bars on fraud 
charges since last summer. Oleksandr Tymoshenko is 
now accused as well of bribing Lazarenko for some 
$75 million in 1996. 

Yulia Tymoshenko has denied the charges against 
her as “absurd” in a statement published in opposition 
newspapers. She said that it was technically impossi- 
ble to smuggle gas, denied that she or her husband ever 
transferred money to Lazarenko’s accounts and claimed 
that the criminal investigation against her was “ordered 
by criminal oligarchic clans which de facto rule the 
country.” 

She noted that the prosecution accused her of crime 
shortly before she was going to launch reforms in the 
coal industry, which she defined as “the most corrupt 
industry in Ukraine.” 

She claimed that Deputy Speaker Viktor 
Medvedchuk is heading a secret plot to destroy 
Yushchenko’s government by implicating her in cor- 
ruption. 

Medvedchuk is close to Tymoshenko’s reputed en- 
emy, “oligarch” Hryhory Surkis, whose vast interests 
in the energy sector had reportedly been disturbed by 
Tymoshenko’s policies. It was therefore no surprise that 
Tymoshenko chose him as the target of her counterof- 
fensive. Medvedchuk has denied the allegations. 

Tymoshenko was indirectly defended by Major 
Mykola Melnychenko, the main player in the ongoing 
tape scandal, in which top Ukrainian officials are im- 
plicated in removing a muckraking journalist and other 
grave crimes. 

Melnychenko, who claims to have bugged Kuchma 
for many months, is now in hiding abroad. In an inter- 
view with RFE/RL on Jan. 9, Melnychenko claimed 
that there was evidence that the prosecution had fabri- 
cated the accusations against Tymoshenko of black- 
mailing Yushchenko to, in Melnychenko’s words, 
“make him [Yushchenko] do anything Kuchma wants.” 

Yushchenko tried to defend his deputy. His interfer- 
ence behind the scene reportedly prevented the law 
enforcement agencies from arresting Tymoshenko on 
Jan. 5. On Jan. 7 in Lviv, commenting on Tymoshenko’s 
predicament, Yushchenko said that “extremely big fig- 
ures have been affected” in the energy sector, thus in- 
directly corroborating Tymoshenko’s claims about a 
plot by the oligarchs. 

On Jan. 12, Yushchenko praised Tymoshenko’s per- 
formance in the government and warned the prosecu- 
tion against politicizing her case. 

But his warnings did not prevent the prosecution 
from bringing official charges against Tymoshenko. On 
Jan. 15, after a five-hour interrogation in the Prosecu- 
tor General’s Office, Tymoshenko was charged. This 
means that she may be arrested should the investiga- 
tors deem it appropriate. 

If convicted in court, Tymoshenko would face up to 
ten years in prison. 
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о | lymoshenko could be victim 


of Kuchma cover-up 


(Agence France Presse)—Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, facing fraud charges, may be the scapegoat in a plot to di- 
vert attention from a scandal engulfing President Leonid Kuchma over a 
journalist’s murder, analysts said Jan. 16. 

“It’s a smart political move when you’re in trouble,” a Western diplo- 
mat told AFP on condition of anonymity. “Kuchma is only seeking to turn 
the heat away from the case of the dead journalist.” 

Many commentators have noted the coincidence of such a high-profile 
prosecution being launched at a time when Kuchma is under attack for his 
alleged role in the killing of 31-year-old journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

“The Tymoshenko affair has very clear political motives,” the daily 


5 Visoky Zamok said recently. “For the government, it is crucial to find а 


new scandal to take people’s minds off the other affair.” 

independent political analyst Volodomir Malinkovich told AFP Jan. 16 
it was “quite possible that Tymoshenko is guilty as charged. 

“But one would also have to suspect the oligarchs and mafiosi in 
Kuchma’s entourage” of plotting her downfall, he added. 

Tymoshenko, 40, who is also Ukraine’s energy minister, has not been 
slow to accuse her political opponents of initiating legal moves to мови 
her career. 

“Everything the prosecutor is doing is illegal,” Tymoshenko said Mon- 
day after she was formally charged. “They are trying to stop me putting 


ZA | the energy sector in order.” 


Her efforts to reform the power industry had cut the unregulated profits 
of some tycoons within Kuchma’s inner circle, the Western diplomat told 
AFP. 

“Tt is very possible that these oligarchs were behind the prosecutor- 
general’s decision to open an investigation into Tymoshenko’s affairs,” he 
added. 

One of the few women to hold key posts in Ukraine’s government, 
Tymoshenko, dubbed the “Iron Lady” despite her rather fragile appear- 
ance. 


Yushchenko ponders abolishing 
Tymoshenko’s post 


(RFE/RL)—Premier Viktor Yushchenko told journalists on Jan. 23 that 
he is considering abolishing the post of deputy premier for fuel and en- 
ergy, which was held by Yulia Tymoshenko until her dismissal Jan. 19, 
Interfax reported. 

Yushchenko noted that Tymoshenko’s ouster will negatively affect re- 
form in the fuel and energy sector. 

Asked whether there will be more cabinet reshuffles, the premier said 
that depends on the ability of the government and the pro-government 
parliamentary majority to form a “combat fist” to push ahead with re- 
forms. 

Yushchenko’s spokeswoman Natalya Zarudna said the same day that 
the premier signed the presidential decree sacking Tymoshenko but did 
not specify when he did so. 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS б. 
“THE CHAPEL ОМ THE BOULEVARD” 5 


FAMILY OWNED | 
AND OPERATED 


¢ serving families since 1941 
? prearranged funeral plans 


* crematorium on site 
° pronncal national Є international service 


(780) 426-0050” may 


EDMONTON: 9709 - шо 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE " MAYERTHORPE 
SMOKY LAKE - WILDWOOD » LAMONT 
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Soneschko: Pre-Christmas treat from Ukraine tours Western Canada 


By Savelia Curniski 

From Ukraine with love is the 
only way to describe the incredible 
performances presented by 
Soneschko, the singing and dance 
troupe from Lviv. These 28 fifteen 
to nineteen year-olds easily spanned 
national and age barriers with their 
youthful exuberance as they toured 
western Canada just before Christ- 
mas. Their performances were en- 
hanced with the pan flute and 


sopilka styling of Myron 
Bloshchychak. 

This expertise an showmanship 
introduced many woodwinds of the 
flute family which are unfamiliar to 
Canadian audiences. 

The tour was financed by Ukrain- 
ian and Canadian sponsors. The 
troupe was invited by Savelia’s 
Tours who also organized the con- 
certs. They performed at Prince 
Albert, Regina, Tway, Calgary, Ed- 


Experience the hospitality of Ukraine 


J une 07-22 (Lviv, Ternopil, Chernivtsi, Kolomeya) 
J uly 10-24 (Kyiv, Ternopil, Kolomeya, Chernivtsi, Lviv) 
Special Christmas tour - departs Dec. 13, 2001 


TOURS TO UKRAINE 
(306) 653-4646 


Lobstick Travel 
(306) 763-7415 


savelia@sk.sympatico.ca 


TAV RIA 


Box 22077 Regina Saskatchewan S4S 7G7 


The Tavria Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble of Regina is in 
search of applicants to the position of Artistic Director. The 
successful applicant will be responsible for the Artistic Direction 
and choreography of the Ensemble. 


The successful candidate must be familiar with the regions of 
Poltavski, Hutzul, Transcarpathian, Bukovina, Boyko, Volyn, 


Podillia & Polissia. 


Dead line for applications January 31, 2001. 


Please forward a resume with references to: 


Mr. Dennis Zwarych (Pres.) 
11 McCaul Cres. 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4R 3X2 

ph: (306) 949-0452 
eee 


LAW IY ERS 
AABO KATHI 


| Broda & Company 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


lhor Broda 


#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd 
Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 


Ь Spr BORYS НОЗНОМІЗКУ 


Ms.-Sonia Bremner (V.Pres.) 
2905 Rae Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 


545 1R 
ph. (306)584-2231 
e-mail:s.bremner@sk.sympatico.ca 


ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


| CHEKERDA' 5 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre (|| 
Edmonton | 
М. СНЕКЕВОА 
aes RIST 
3562 - 97 Street 


Ph.: (780) 456-9330 Phi но 475-0011 


specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 


Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 


Говорю по 


Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko 
#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 013 


(780) 420-1510 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments availab 


Говоримо по-українському 


українськи 


monton, Vegreville and Saskatoon, 
where an encore performance had 
to be arranged. The group enjoyed 
sold out performances in Saskatch- 
ewan in addition to their visits to 
schools and old age homes. At each 
stage of the Canadian tour, local 
groups like Saskatoon’s 


Rushnychok, Regina’s Tavria, 
Calgary’s Korinnya and Edmonton’s 


ranged billets and local sight-seeing: 
The hosting groups kept them ex- 
ceedingly busy as they experienced 
water slides, and bison farm, the 
RCMP Museum, the Anno Domino 
exhibit, Banff and the Rockies. 

In most communities Ukrainian 
Catholic and Orthodox churches were 
gratuitous hosts often providing them 
with meals and snacks. Hundreds of 


families provided billets. 
Soneschko brought local groups 
not only an example of modern 
Ukraine but a fresh look at Ukrain- 
ian dance and costuming. They took 
with them warm memories of Ca- 
nadian hospitality and the hopes that . 
in 30 years Ukraine would advance 
to Canada’s level of development so 
that their children could enjoy such 


Viter and St. Andrew’s Parish ar- 


volunteers assisted the tour and local 


a wonderful country. 


Soneschko in Tway, Sask. 


Memories made with recording of carol CD 


By Holli Monerieff, Winnipeg Free Press 

They may be little, but they’ve already gotten more 

than their 15 minutes of fame. Children from R.F. 
Morrison School in the West Kildonan district of Win- 
nipeg are feeling like stars with the release of their new 
CD, Millennium Christmas Celebration (Voices from 
R.E Morrison School). 
- “Tt was really neat because we were doing something 
that rock stars get to do,” gushed 11-year-old Ivanna 
Lukie of the month-long project. “It was really hard, 
it’s not as easy as it sounds.” 

The idea to record a CD all started when he school got 
an invitation from the Sunshine Recording Studio. Teacher 
Rosemarie Todaschuk, a jazz singer who’s recorded a cou- 
ple albums of her own, was thrilled at the prospect. 

“T’ve done it before, and now I could do it with my 
kids. It’s quite a huge task, but I knew it would be a 
keepsake for life,’ she said. “Their eyes were huge when 
I told them about it. They just lit up at the thought of 
recording a CD like their favorite rock stars.” 

Like the school itself, the CD is multilingual, featur- 
ing songs in English, German, and Ukrainian, as well 
as the Huron Carol. 

“This was a real community effort. Every class in 
the school learned a carol, and we even had the staff 
learn a carol,” said Todaschuk. 

Lukie wasn’t very impressed when she first heard 
the contribution from her class. 

“Everyone else sounded better than us and we’re in 
Grade 6 so it was really embarrassing”, she said, add- 
ing that her class was able to return to the studio to re- 
record the song. “It was hard to keep doing it over and 


over to get it perfect.” 

The students also had their first experience with stage 
fright. 

“When I went into the actual room, I got really nerv- 
ous. I thought, "ОН, I’m going to screw up!’ Му stom- 
ach had lots of butterflies,” said Larissa Bubnowicz, 
also in Grade 6. But I’d recommend this (to other kids) 
because they might not get another chance to do it, 
they might want to be a doctor or something.” 

The entire school is really proud of their efforts, 
Lukie added. 

You’re respected more for your singing after. Eve- 
rything was so big and grownup,” she said. “When I’m 
more mature, grownup and everything, ГІ be able to 
say, ‘I recorded this CD, now I can go on and do some- 
thing else.” 

The project included the talent of students from kin- 
dergarten to grade 6. No auditions were held, and eve- 
ryone got the chance to sing, said Todaschuk. 

“Their voices are so precious. You can hear the in- 
flections of their voices, especially the littler ones,” 
she enthused. “Like when they sing Christmas Eve. 
This is memories for them.” 

Todaschuk had to put in a lot of overtime for this 
keepsake. She recalls days where she stayed at the re- 
cording studio from 8 p.m. until 8 a.m. the following 
morning, to leave only for another day of teaching at 
the school. 

“Tt ended up taking a lot of personal time.” admitted 
the exhausted teacher, who had almost completely lost 
her voice by the time of this interview. “But this was 
such a rewarding opportunity for them.” 


В.Е Morrison School students perform. 


Lourdes Crystal Rosary 


p> «МЕН Free Lourdes Prayer Book 


I у 
з Re 


: =p This beautiful rosary has genuine crystal 


beads, sparkling with aurora borealis-like high- 
lights, and silvertone crucifix, centerpiece, and 
chain. The centerpiece has a detailed bas-relief 
a image of Our Lady of Lourdes. The back con- 
| tains water from the famous spring at Lourdes. 
> Included FREE is the LOURDES PRAYER 
* ВООК which tells the story of Bernadette and 
bis’ the 18 apparitions, and has full-color illustra- 
tions. Also included are prayers for healing, tra- 
ditional Catholic payers, and prayers for 
| «Фе rosary. | 


~The LOURDES CRYSTAL ROSARY 
with LOURDES PRAYER BOOK will be 
sent for an offering of $12 or more in sup- 
port of the work of the Missionary Oblates 
among the poor. 


The Missionary Oblates serve the poor and 
abandoned in 68 countries. Oblates work 
in parishes, schools, hospitals, clinics, 
nursing homes, and refugee camps — 


Dear Fr. Studer, Enclosed is my offering for the worldwide ministries of the 


Missionary Oblates to the poor. 
$12 525 1840 Go as ee 


Check OBS) O32" 7 ННІ Fes Exp. Date: / 
. SRR BERS BSE ) 


Signature 


Please send __ LOURDES CRYSTAL ROSARY with LOURDES 
PRAYER BOOK SET(S). #5436 (612 or more offering each set) 


|_| Please send Gift Annuity information. 


ee ft 


tt - 
а Mies 


Name 


aa ‘common ministry — 
| ТО SERVE THOSE MOST IN NEED. 
a Offerings: given to the Missionary Oblates 

will help bring Christ's hopeful message to 
the missions. 


Address 


Zip 


(iy mS A ee в State 


E-mail Address 
#1411 


Missionary Oblates of Mary Ілитасиіаке * National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 
Belleville IL 62223-1160 є www.snows.org 


и о м и и te Te п Se т и Sm re A YY, т о а и а о и 


ee ec a п п т п п п п п п п 
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Сорос спонсорує українські Початок приготувань до візиту Папи 


кредитові спілки 
Петро Їжик 

(«День»)- -В Україні стартувала програма з мікрокредитування 
малого бізнесу та соціяльних програм через кредитні спілки, яка 
розрахована на три роки. На її реалізацію Інститутом відкритого 
суспільства (Фонд Джорджа Сороса) виділяється грант на суму 
200 тис. долярів. 15 українським кредитним спілкам, які були 
визначені Міжнародним фондом соціяльної допомоги на тендерній 
основі надаватиметься додатковий капітал у вигляді поворотної 
фінансової допомоги. 

«200 тисяч - сума начебто невелика, проте вона дозволяє 
значно збільшити активи кредитних спілок та підвищити довіру 
до них з боку населення», - каже президент Націоанльної асо- 
ціяції кредитних спілок України Петро Козинець. Це пдітверджено 
досвідом пілотного проєкту, здійсненого на базі трьох кредитних 
спілок у Києві, Маріуполі та Харкові. позитивні результати 
пілотування проєкту засвідчили, що навіть нез-начна сума зовнішніх 
фінансових ресурсів сприяє збільшенню власних активів в декілька 
разів. Тож можна передбачити, вважає П. Козинець, що в разі 
надання фінансової допомоги у сумі 1 млн. грн. власні активи 
кредитних спілок, які братимуть участь в проєкті, протягом 
трьох років зростуть у 7 разів, задовольнивши потреби в 
креидтуванні щонайменше 80 тис. чоловік. Крім того, за словами 
П. Козинця, реалізація програми допоможе асоціяції сформувати 
стабілізаційний фонд у розмірі 250 тис. грн, який на першому 
етапі захищав би кредитні спілки від бнакрутства. 

«Сорос один, і надати кожній кредитній спілці таку допомогу, 
звичайно, нерально», — сказав президент НАКСУ. Передбачається, 
що протягом трьох років до порграми вдасться залучити близько 
50 кредитних спілок. На кінеьц 2000 року до скалду асоціяції 
входили 105 кредитних спілок, що об'єднували майже 75 тис. 
громадян і мали у своїх активах поанд 17 млн. грн. Минулого 
року вони надали близько 60 тис. позичок на суму понад 40 млн. 
грн. Як зазанчив П. Козинець, найбільшим попитом користувалися 
споживче кредитування (6095) та бізнес-кредитування (3592). 


R.J.‘s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 


We eGmily owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia tombing 
780-415-5633 | Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


r | duly2- 17, 2001- UKRAINE - Our exciting 16 day all-inclusive ззаду. ' 

| group tour of Western UKRAINE. All meals, beverages, admissions to з 
: all events and concerts. We'll be touring places like Kyiv, Lviv, Chernivtsi, | 
т lvano-Frankivs'k, Uzhorod, Kolomeya, Yaremchy, Mukachevo, an1 
' exclusive selo visit, many surprises and concerts. We utilize a modern ! 
ї bus with washrooms and air-conditioning and first class hotels. English ! 


1 Speaking guides throughout. If you wish to visit relatives while on tour | 
1 we Can arrange that as well. Tour escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. We 1 
т have 12 seats remaining on this tour. Don't be disappointed! Call us for 
- a detailed brochure. 

! dune 12-18 - The 36th annual "Fan Fair" in Music City USA, Nashville, | 1 
Tennessee. Tours escorted by R.J. & Patricia Tomkins. This is a very і 
; popular event and there is only 30 seats available. 


October - Our annual Country music tour to Nashville, Branson and і 
! | New Orleans. Escorted by R.J. & Patricia Tomkins. Limited availability! ' 


LES for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 
810 CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 
Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 


http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


Чи Ваші діти, "7 внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


«Украї ік вісті» подають дуже багату SPM npo 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Tomy, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 


будь ласка, на таку адресу: 
| Name: 


| Address 
City 
Це дарунок від: 


Ргоу. 


IHU: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): $65.00 (Кан.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST"}) 
Поза. Канадою: акі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 


В Kanan 


Клара Гудзик 

(«День») -Як уже повідомлялося, на червень 
цього року запляновано візиту Румського папи 
Ївана Павла Il в Україну, до програми якого 
входить також перебування у Львові. Зараз 
розпочинається практична підготовка візити - 
створення спеціяльних змішаних світсько- 
церковних комісій, уточнення програми, місць 
перебування, місць проведення богослужень, 
зустрічей, тощо. Цим займаються як в Україні, 
так і у Ватикані. 

За повідомленням прес-служби Львівської об- 
ласної державної адміністрації, 10 січня розпо- 
чалася робоча візита до Львова отця Роберто 
Туччі з Ватикану, який вже майже два десятки 
років займається організацією поїздок папи Івана 
Павла П за межі Італії. 

10 січня Роберто Туччі зустрівся з головою 
Львівської обласної державної адміністрації Cre— 
паном Сенчуком. На зустрічі обговорювався ряд 


організаційних питань, пов'язаних з перебуванням 
Папи Римського у Львові. Зокрема, було затвер- 
джене місце відправи Папою двох богослужень 
- Львівський іподром, який Роберто Туччі відвідав 
11 січня. Також уточнювалися деталі перебування 
в місті і облаштування супроводжуючих Понти- 
фіка осіб (близько 30) та іноземних журналістів- 
міжнародників (близько 50), які висвітлюватимуть 
перебування Ївана Павла П в Україні. На зустрічі 
вирішено, що у Львові працюватиме прес-центр, 
який займатиметься акредитацією українських 
журналістів; роботу він розпочне, орієнтовно, 
за місяць до початку візити. 

На зустрічі з губернатором отець Роберто Туччі 
відзначив, що приїзд Папи в Україну можна 
порівняти із поїздками на Кубу і до Святої Землі. 
У свою чергу, Голова львівської обласної 
державної адміністрації запевнив, що місцева влада 
має не тільки досвід, а й можливості зустріти 
Святійшого отця у Львові на найвищому рівні. 


На праці 


ігор Столяров 

(Прес-центр «Південь»)- - 
Перша справді народна україн- 
ська дзвіниця Святого Архис- 
тратига Михаїла, обладнана у 
приміщенні Місії мореплавцям 
та розташована на території 
Одеського морського торговель-- 
ного порту. Вона побудована 
майстрами із Західної України. 
Роботи тривали до 6 січня 
поточного року. 

Подібних одеській дзвіниць в 
Україні на території портів не 
існує. Вона покликана задовіль- 
нити духовно-релігійні потреби 
мореплавців різних націй, рас 
та віросповідань. Унікальність 


для моряків в Одесі 


приміщення у тому, що вперше 
у Східній Европі, минулого року 
приміщення Місії мореплавцям 
та місце де було побудовано 
дзвіницю - було освячено пред- 
ставниками п'яти християнських 
конфесій. Щі конфесії дали згоду 
на працю з моряками: УПЩ 
Київський Патріярхат (отець 
Олександр Смеричинський), 
Українська греко-католицька 
церква (отець Роман Поправка), 


Отець Olea реж 3 (УПЦ КП), Піреаідані не 
морського християнського центру «Місія для мореплавців» в Одесі 
Олександр Сорокін та священик Англіканської церкви, настоятель 


Церкви Христа в Києві, преподобний Джонатан Франс. 


Англіканська церква (Преподоб-- 
ний каноник Глин Джонс, капел- 
ан Її Величності Королеви Ве- 
ликобританії Єлизавети 2-01 та 
Генеральний секретар Місії мо- 
реплавцям), Німецької Єван- 
гельсько-лютеранської церкви 


України (доктор Едмонд Ратц - 
Єпископ Церкви Баварії, Голова 
Німецької Євангельсько-люте- 
ранської церкви України), Римо- 
Католицька церква (отець Їгна- 
тій Ридзенек, настоятель церкви 
Успення Богородиці). 


Перша візита в Україну президента Їзраїлю 


Сергій Згурець 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--В Україні з дводенною 
офіційною візитою 22-23 січня, перебував 
президент Ізраїлю. Моше Кацав зустрівся 3 
президентом України Леонідом Кучмою, спікером 
парляменту Їваном Плющом, та прем'єр-міністром 
Віктором Ющенко. 

Під час візити було підписано міжурядову угоду 
про співробітництво в сфері дослідження і 
використання космічного простору в мирних цілях. 

Їзраїльський президент уперше відвідав Україну. 
Проте це чергова спроба активізувати насамперед 
економічну співпрацю між двома країнами. Адже 
раніше між Ізраїлем та Україною вже були 
створені двосторонні комісії з торговельно- 
економічної та військово-технічної співпраці. Але 
якщо зважити на підсумки минулого року, то 
економічна співпраця між двома країнами виглядає 
‘He надзвичайно. Так, інвестиції ізраїльських 
бізнесменів в Україну склали лише 15 мільйонів 

долярів, «Хіба це гроші для Їзраїлю?» — здивовано 
промовляв Леонід Кучма. Також президент Укра- 


їни скористався нагодою, аби нагадати про те, 
що певні сили хочуть розхитати стабільність в 
країні. Ї це є однією з причин, що, на думку 
Кучми, негативно позначається на обсягах 
іноземних інвестицій. 

Кацав, в свою чергу, пообіцяв посприяти тому, 
аби капітал з його країни таки прийшов на 
Україну. Хоча це більше залежатиме власне від 
позиції бізнесменів Ізраїлю, 25 з яких разом 3 
президентом країни приїхали на чергову еко- 
номічну «розвідку» до України. 

Президенти двох країн також обговорили події 
на Близькому Сході з урахуванням посередницької 
ролі України у сприянні врегулювання конфлікту 
між Ізраїлем та Палестиною. 

Проте чи насправді прислухаються на Близь- 
кому Сході до посередницьких зусиль Києва? 
Експерт Центру близькосхідних досліджень ігор 
Семиволос вважає, що контакти України як з 
Палестиною, Tak i Ізраїлем важливі для Києва 
з огляду саме на власні інтереси. 

Кацав після відвідин України своє турне 
продовжить по Росії та Грузії. 


Серед трьох Рухів важко 


Андрій Дерепа 

(Радіо «Сводоба»)- -Усе, що відбувалося і відбу- 
вається з Народним Рухом України, починає нага- 
дувати трагедію Шекспіра. Це була єдина сила, 
спроможна перебрати на себе владу після ГКЧІП 
і розвалу Союзу. Ї трагедія Руху - це трагедія 
людей, які знаходилися біля його керівництва, але 
так і не спромоглися усвідомити чи зрозуміти, що 
немає речей, важливіших за Україну. 

Україна могла ще в 1991 році зробити ривок 
до свободи та демократії. Але в грудні того ж 
року вийшло аж семеро супер націонал демокра- 
тів. У підсумку обрали заввідділом ЦК КПУ. 
Мали те, що мали: гіперінфляцію, комуністів 
при владі на всіх щаблях і шалений корупціонізм. 

Україна могла б тоді викреслити з нашого 
життя комуністів, як це зробила Польща чи 


вирізнити найнародніший 


Чехія. Але для цього довелося б усунути з 
політичного життя чи не половину народу. Рух 
на це не пішов, і тепер я намагаюся серед уже 
трьох Рухів вирізнити найнародніший. Усі начебто 
рухаються, а Україна продовжує стояти на місці 
3 усіма її потенціялами. 

Ї всі останні ініціятиви новоутвореного 
Народного Руху за єдність під пресом екс- 
губернатора Богдана Бойка приречені на провал, 
бо сценарій цього об'єднання писався на Банковій 
і звідти ж фінансувався. Генадій Удовенко ніколи 
б не став рухівцем, якби його не перевербував 
Вячеслав Чорновіл. Ї це, можливо, стало його 
фатальною помилкою. Юрій Костенко теж був 
мало схожим на Гавела чи Валенсу. 

Навіть дивує, за яку спадщину НРУ намагається 
боротися цей триумвірат. 


Ukrainian Мемі5/Українські Вісті January 24 - February 6, 2001, 24 січня - 6 лютого, 2001 


Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
program reorganized 


(CIUS)—The Ukrainian Canadian Program (UCP) Ukrainian life in Canada. He obtained an M.A. in Ca- 
of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies is un- пафіап History from the University of Alberta for his 
dergoing a reorganization in response to recent staff thesis entitled “In the Populist Tradition: Organizing 
changes. the Ukrainian Farmer in Alberta, 1909-1935 . He has 

Dr. Frances Swyripa, the director of the UCP since worked as a researcher for the Ukrainian Cultural Her- 


1992, in July received a full-time position with the De- 
partment of History at the University of Alberta, where 
she has been teaching for more than a decade. A spe- 
cialist in Canadian ethnic, immigration and women’s 
history, Dr. Swyripa is the author of Ukrainians Cana- 
dians: A Survey of Their Portrayal in English-Language 
Works and Wedded to the Cause: Ukrainian Canadian 
Women and Identity, 1891-1991. During her tenure as 
the UCP director, Dr. Swyripa wrote encyclopedia en- 
tries on Ukrainians in Canada, articles on Ukrainian 
Canadian history, and organized CIUS-sponsored con- 
ferences on the Ukrainian experience in the New World. 
She at the same time oversaw a number of research 
projects, some of which were undertaken by graduate 
students. 

In the wake of Dr. Swyripa’s departure, the CIUS 
has appointed Jars Balan and Andrij Makuch as the new 
co-coordinators of the UCP. Whereas Balan will over- 
see the day-to day operations of the UCP while con- 
tinuing with his on-going work on Ukrainian Canadian 
literature and theatre, Makuch will direct and conduct 


itage Village near Edmonton, producing detailed stud- 
ies of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church (formerly 
located at Buczacz, Alberta) and the Kiew Hall. He 
also co-authored with Dr. Swyripa the invaluable re- 
source guide, “Ukrainian Content in the Newspaper 
Svoboda, 1893-1904.” Makuch has spoken extensively 
on Ukrainian Canadian topics at conferences and to 
community groups, and has taught a course on “The 
Ukrainian Experience in Canada” at the University of 
Saskatchewan. Long active in Ukrainian Canadian af- 
fairs, he has been a National President of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Students’ Union, president of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress’ (UCC) Community Develop- 
ment Committee. 

In keeping with its commitment to produce a multi- 
volume history of Ukrainians in Canada, the UCP has 
contracted Orest Martynowych, of Winnipeg, to inves- 
tigate several important facets of Ukrainian Canadian 
institutional development during the interwar years. 
Martynowych is well-known as the author of Ukrain- 
tans in Canada: The Formative Period, 1891-1924, a 


primary research on various aspects of the history of scholarly overview of the pioneer era in Ukrainian 
Ukrainians in Canada. The main focus of the program Canadian history. Although a number of research 
in the coming years will be the writing of comprehen- Projects have already been undertaken to help lay the 
sive scholarly accounts of Ukrainian life in Canada gtoundwork for a follow-up volume dealing with the 
during the interwar and post-Second World War регі- Yeats 1924-1947, in -depth studies are still required to 
ods. fill significant gaps in the historical record. 

Balan is widely-known as the author of Salt & Martynowych is currently examining the evolution of 
Braided Bread: Ukrainian Life in Canada, published Ukrainian Canadian religious life, in addition to gath- 
in 1984 by Oxford University Press. He has also edited €ting materials on the cultural achievements of Vasyl 
numerous books and periodicals dealing with Ukrain- Avramenko. Other initiatives will concentrate on 
ian Canadian Themes, and compiled two major collec- Ukrainian Canadian political organizations, publish- 
tions of Ukrainian Canadian Literature: Yarmarok: ing, theatre, music and literature. All of this research, 
Ukrainian Writing in Canada Since the Second World "sing primary sources, will subsequently be incorpo- 
War, and Echoes from Ukrainian Canada, a special rated in the writing of a narrative account of Ukrainian 
Ukrainian Centennial issue of the Winnipeg journal, existence in Canada from the 1920s, through the Great 
Prairie Fire. Depression, to the end of the Second World War. 

In addition to producing scholarly and popular arti- | То help boost the profile of the Ukrainian Canadian 
cles on a broad range of Ukrainian Canadian topics over Studies, Balan and Makuch are keen to be more vis- 
the years, he has been the driving force behind the crea- ible at Ukrainian community functions across the coun- 
tion of the Kalyna Country Ecomuseum, inaugurated try. In October, both men gave well-attended talks at 
in 1992 with the support of the CIUS. Balan will con- St. Vladimir’s Institute as part of celebrations spon- 
tinue to be involved in the development ої Kalyna Sored by the UCC to mark the centennial of Ukrainian 
Country, which is assisting with the preservation of Settlement in Toronto. They also both participated in 
Ukrainian Canadian Historical landmarks and culture the Winnipeg launch of June Dutka’s biography of C.H. 
in agricultural settlements north and east of Edmonton. Andrusyshen, the prominent Ukrainian Canadian 
A former editor of Student and one of the key figures Scholar, which took place at St. Andrew’s College on 
behind the Selo Cultural Immersion Camp, he remains Oct. 22. Volunteer groups looking for speakers to talk 
an active participant in organized Ukrainian commu- ОП Ukrainian Canadian subjects should submit their 


hity life. 
Makuch has since 1988 been employed as an editor 


requests to the CIUS. For more information contact: 
Ukrainian Canadian Program, 352 Athabasca Hall, 


on the highly acclaimed five-volume Encyclopedia of University of Alberta, T6G 2E8. Phone: 492-2972. Fax: 
Ukraine, one of his specialties being the entries on 492-4967. Email: <cius@ualberta.ca>. 


Hollywood Trident Network 
progressing on several fronts 


(HTN)—The Hollywood Trident Network met at the 
Faculty Center of U.C.L.A. on Jan. 19 to tackle a 
number of project ideas. The dinner meeting reviewed 
several project proposals and made several commit- 
ments to follow up. 

First, Andriy Semotiuk reported on his research with 
respect to locating a local television station which could 
accommodate a Ukrainian affairs program in Los Ange- 
les. The Network meeting designated three individuals 
to attend a television station orientation meeting in order 
to qualify with the T.V. station to put on the program. 

HTN also picked up on previous discussions about 
helping film students in Ukraine who need access to 
classic Hollywood films that might be supplied to them 
through videos purchased in the diaspora. HTN has lo- 
cated an individual in Ukraine who will inquire into 
the film centers to determine the viability of undertak- 
ing this venture. 

The project entailing the creation of a core group for 
the Ukrainian Film Institute (Harvard West) project has 
been launched. A first meeting of that group has been 
held and a more extensive group of people to contact in 

this regard was identified. Another meeting, including 
more people for the initiative group, will be held in 
early February. 


The meeting was also informed about a recent 
US$3.5 million donation by Eugene and Daynel Shklar 
to the Ukrainian Museum in New York and it was 
pointed out that the Shklar Foundation is based in Cali- 
fornia and is dedicated to promoting Ukrainian stud- 
ies. The meeting agreed that further information about 
the Shklar Foundation was needed. 

Also, the meeting was informed about initiatives that 
were made in the direction of the Ukrainian Chair at 
Harvard University in the hopes that this project might 
attract some support from those quarters. 

The Network was informed that a Ukrainian club is 
being formed by Mark Semotiuk at U.C.L.A. Semotiuk 
also advised the meeting that there are some five or six 
Ukrainian professors at U.C.L.A. and that the student 
group will seek out a dinner meeting with them in the 
next month or so. He indicated that these groups may 
be instrumental in achieving the goal of setting up a 
Ukrainian Film Institute (Harvard West) at U.C.L.A as 
well as help out on the television program. 

During the business portion of the meeting, the ex- 
ecutive board was re-elected for another year without 
change. The financial report was tabled and indicated 
that the Network has a small amount in its checking 
account available for its day-to-day work. 
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Endowment created for 
Ukrainian Canadian Program 


(CIUS)—The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies is the benefici- 
ary of anew a endowment created specifically to help finance the work of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Program. The first such CIUS fund in the field of 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies, it has been established by William and Justine 
Fedeyko of St. Albert, Alberta, who have previously been generous con- 
tributors to the John Kolasky Endowment Fund as well a other Institute 
projects. 

William Fedeyko was born in 1911 near Krydor, Sask., northeast of 
Hafford, where his parents homesteaded after emigrating from the Sokal 
region in Galicia. Mrs. Justine Fedeyko (nee Raychyba) was born in 1914 
to Ukrainian immigrants from the Ternopil area of Western Ukraine. Al- 
though her parents originally settled in the Interlake district of Manitoba, 
they later moved to Prelate, Sask., south of Kindersley. Both the Fedeykos 
are former Mohyla Institute residents, where they initially met while at- 
tending high school. First living in Saskatoon and then in Edmonton, they 
eventually retired in Kelowna BC, and few years ago they relocated to St. 
Albert, northwest of Edmonton, to be closer to their children and grand- 
children. 

The Fedeyko Family Endowment Fund will generate additional funds 
for the Ukrainian Canadian Program to sponsor scholarly research, host 
conferences, facilitate publishing and engage in community outreach ac- 
tivities. 

Jars Balan, the Administrative Coordinator for the UCP, underscored 
the importance of Mr. and Mrs. Fedeyko’s donation, as well as its sym- 
bolic significance: “At a time of chronic underfunding of post-secondary 
education by all levels of government, it is crucial that Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Studies develop other resources to supplement the limited monies 
that are available from public sources. It is fitting that Mr. and Mrs. 
Fedeyko, who are descendants of Ukrainian pioneers, should pay tribute 
to the groundbreaking spirit of their ancestors by starting an endowment 
that will be dedicated to preserving their memory.” 

Other families wishing to similarly honour their Ukrainian Canadian 
roots are invited to contact either Jars Balan or UCP Research Coordina- 
tor, Andrij Makuch, for information on how to establish an endowment. 
Queries may be directed to the former at the CIUS Edmonton office, (780) 
492-3765, or the latter in Toronto at (416) 978-4404. 


Dual book launch to be held 
in Edmonton 


(UCCLA)—A lberta’s Ukrainian community is in for a rare literary treat 
on Feb. 3, when two Ukrainian Canadian authors, writing in very diverse 
fields, will join forces to present a shared book launch at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex, 9615-153 Avenue, in Edmonton. 

Professor Lubomyr Luciuk, of the Department of Politics and Econom- 
ics at Royal Military College in Kingston, will introduce and read from 
his new book “Searching For Place Ukrainian Displaced Persons, 
Canada, and the Migration of Memory”. This is a compelling political 
history of Ukrainian refugee migration to Canada in the decade and a half 
following the ravages of the Second World War. The book is abundantly 
foot-noted, and is an invaluable tool for future researchers, covering an 
era in Ukrainian Canadian history never before examined. Revealing as it 
does the story of post-World War II immigration, its pages should be of 
special interest as well to the generation of “novoprebuli” and their off- 
spring, especially in terms of the reception they received from the estab- 
lishment. 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch is a seasoned writer of children’s stories. In 
her newest effort entitled “Enough” (brilliantly illustrated by Michael 
Martchenko), Skrypuch adopts a popular folk tale into a touching account 
of a great human tragedy that befell the Ukrainian nation. In addition to 
being an effective story writer, the author is a master at presenting her 
stories before a young audience. Several Ukrainian bilingual classes in 
Edmonton will benefit from personal appearances by Skrypuch during 
her visit, courtesy of Taras Podilsky and Ann Biscoe. 

The book launch, complete with autographing by the authors and sale 
of the two works, is sponsored by the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, 
The Ukrainian Book Store, the Ukrainian Language Education Centre 
(CIUS) at the University of Alberta, and by the Edmonton branch of 
UCCLA. 


BOOK LAUNCH! 


Marsha Ferchuk- 
Skrypuch: Enough 


An illustrated children's book tells 
of a young girl's attempts to save 
her village from starvation during 
Ukraine's great Famine of 1933. 


Lubomyr Luciuk: 
Searching For Place 


Ukrainian Post WW2 
Displaced persons, Canada 
and the Migration of memory. 


Come for the readings and author signings! 


When: 
Time: 
Place: 


Saturday, February 3, 2001 

1:30 PM 

The Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
9615-153 Avenue, Edmonton 

For more information call Taras at: 479-3114 


Sponsored by: UCCLA Edmonton Office, The Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex, The Ukrainian Book Store, Ukrainian Language Education 
Centre, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, Uof A. 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—In the Kyiv office of the non- 
governmental Institute for Mass Information, the 
telephone rings. It is a Ukrainian citizen calling 
looking for a journalist to investigate what he 
says was a contract killing arranged with the 
cooperation of law-enforcement bodies. 

The caller says that all of Ukraine’s major 
television channels and newspapers have al- 
ready turned him down. 

Yulia Sabry, the institute’s director and 
Ukraine representative for the French-based 
Reporters without Borders, explains why: 

“As soon as they [that is, Ukraine’s major 
media] heard that the militia and local pros- 
ecutor were involved, they refused. They said 
they couldn’t write about it because they were 
afraid. Unfortunately, given the present situ- 
ation with the independent press, it’s ex- 
tremely hard for someone to conduct a jour- 
nalistic investigation, not just because of eco- 
nomic reasons but because there is simply 
fear.” 

In the 10 years since Ukraine became inde- 
pendent, several journalists have been killed 


and numerous media outlets shut down 
through administrative means such as libel 
damages or tax inspections. But it took the 
disappearance and probable murder of jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze last year to focus 
world attention on Ukraine’s media. Jan. 25, 
the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assem- 
bly is due to debate the situation in Ukraine’s 
media. The debate was scheduled after assem- 
bly members visited Kyiv and reported that 
the Gongadze case was a test of press free- 
dom and parliamentary democracy in 
Ukraine. 

At Ukraine’s first international parliamen- 
tary hearing on freedom of speech Jan. 16 in 
Kyiv, a member of the council Parliamentary 
Assembly committee dealing with the media 
delivered an address highly critical of the 
Ukrainian authorities. 

Both the New York-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists and French-based Report- 
ers without Borders have recognized 
Gongadze as one of the journalists around the 
world killed because of their work in 2000. 

A report prepared for the Kyiv hearing by 


Truth on a shoestring budget 


Cyber-rebels don’t need much to thwart media suppression, 


By Geoffrey York, 
The Globe and Mail, Sat., Jan. 13, 2001 

It doesn’t seem like much of a threat to the 
establishment: two editors and five comput- 
ers in the cramped space of a small apartment 
in downtown Kyiv. 

But this is the nerve centre of Ukraine’s 
most popular Web site, a fearlessly independ- 
ent source of reports on government corrup- 
tion and wrongdoing. Its activities have infu- 

riated some powerful forces in Ukraine, and 
its founder has been abducted and killed. 

Ukrainska Pravda (Ukrainian Truth, http:// 
Www.pravda.com.ua) was created last year by 

Heorhiy Gongadze, a 31-year-old journalist 
whose disappearance and death has caused a 
scandal that threatens to end the six-year reign 
of President Leonid Kuchma. 

Operating on a shoestring budget of less 
than $40,000 a year, the site has emerged as a 
crucial alternative to Ukraine’s newspapers 
and television channels, which have largely 
fallen under the control of Kuchma and his 
business cronies. 

Its success shows how the Internet can cir- 
cumvent a government’s best efforts to clamp 
down on the media, even when the cyber- 
rebels are small and poorly financed. 

“We certainly didn’t have enough money for 
a printing press or anything like that,” Olena 
Prytula, the 33-year-old chief editor of 
Ukrainska Pravda, said. “But a Web site is 
cheaper than a newspaper and faster than radio.” 

Kuchma, a former Soviet factory boss, is 
reputed to be nearly illiterate about the 
Internet. His aides, however, complained to 
him angrily about Ukrainska Pravda, and he 
ordered them to get rid of its founder, accord- 
ing to audiotapes released by a former presi- 
dential bodyguard. The President says the 
tapes were faked. 

“We didn’t realize we were so annoying to 
the authorities,” Prytula said. “I never sus- 
pected that the President was reading our ar- 
ticles.” 

Before his disappearance, Gongadze’s site 
was the fourth most popular Ukrainian news 
Web site. But when it posted the obscenity- 
laced transcripts of the tapes, it instantly be- 
came the top Ukrainian site on the Internet. 
On an average day it gets 60,000 visits from 
8,000 computers and computer networks. 

Its exposés are widely read among 
Ukraine’s political and business elite. And it 
seems to have created some dangerous en- 
emies. 

“People keep asking me if I’m scared,” 
Prytula said. “But I don’t have time to think 
about being scared. I do what I have to do. I 
feel that I’ve been called to do this. I cannot 
betray what Heorhiy started.” 

Only about 2 per cent of Ukrainians have 
access to the Internet. This is a country where 

the phone lines are poor, the Internet is rela- 
tively expensive, and the vast majority of citi- 
zens are preoccupied with the struggles of 
‘daily life. But among those with access are 


the most powerful people in politics and busi- 
ness, giving Ukrainska Pravda an influence 
far greater than the small numbers would sug- 
gest. 

Many of its readers are top officials and 
businessmen who exploit its articles as weap- 
ons in their feuds and clan battles. Others are 
Ukrainian émigrés in the United States and 
Canada who are frustrated by the government 
bias of the mainstream media. 

“Normal objective coverage by Ukrainian 
journalists is a heroic deed,” Prytula said. “If 
the President doesn’t like what you write or 
broadcast, the first people who suffer are the 
journalist, his editor and eventually the 
Owner.” 

A rising number of Roum have been 
attacked or harassed by the authorities. 

In this climate of repression, the Internet is 
one of the few places were independent me- 
dia can flourish. 

“One reason that the authorities were so 
angry at Gongadze was that they couldn’t in- 
timidate him with the usual methods,” said 
Halyna Freeland, a Canadian legal-reform 
adviser in Ukraine. 

“They couldn’t threaten a printing-plant 
owner or cut off the newsprint supply or send 
in the tax police or charge the editors with 
libel.” 

The growing use of the Internet is similar 
to the unconventional methods used by 
Ukrainians seeking independence in the final 
years of the Soviet Union, when telephones 
and regular mail were controlled by the KGB. 

“The Internet is like the fax machines of 
10 years ago, which were sent to us by the 
Ukrainian diaspora because the KGB didn’t 
know how to intercept faxes,” said Serhiy 
Holovaty, a member of the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment. 

Despite its popularity, Ukrainska Pravda 
has struggled for survival since its creation 
last April. At first it was financed by 
Gongadze’s income from his freelance work. 
After his disappearance, the Web site was kept 
alive by a $24,000 (U.S.) grant from the U.S. 
embassy in Kyiv. Another supporter donated 
three computers, but he angrily took them 
back after the Web site criticized one of his 
political allies. Later, the operation was forced 
to find a new office when its landlord was 
questioned by the police. 

But Ukrainska Pravda has refused to bow 
to the pressure. It continues to criticize 
Kuchma, and it remains a beacon of hope for 
many Ukrainians. 

When regional authorities organized a se- 
ries of rallies this week to support the Presi- 
dent, the Web site received 20 letters from 
Ukrainians who said they were forced to at- 
tend on penalty of job dismissal or expulsion 
from university. 

“The letters show that a lot of people have 
access to the Internet,” Prytula said, "апа they 

turn to us because they see us as a counter- 
balance to the main national media.” 
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Ukraine’ 5 media freedom comes under scrutiny 


the Ukrainian Centre of Economic and Po- 
litical Research concludes that inadequate leg- 
islation and a poor economy has left the coun- 
try’s mass media with no solid commercial 
base, and therefore ripe for abuse. It says that 
there are no mechanisms to control media 
exploitation by the president or other Ukrain- 
ian high officials. Journalists, it adds, are not 
only under economic pressure to censor their 
material. Sometimes, they are directly threat- 
ened by physical intimidation. 

The Independent Association of Broadcast- 
ers, which represents Ukrainian regional TV 
and radio companies, also spoke out at the 
hearing. Association head Serhiy Sholokh told 
RFE/RL that the failure to implement a tan- 
gle of contradictory laws and re-licensing pro- 
cedures allows Ukraine’s media oligarchs to 
control the airwaves — and therefore the in- 
formation available to Ukrainians. 

“Tf [acompany owner] doesn’t play by their 
[that is, the authorities’] rules and toe the line, 
he won’t get a new license. It proves that they 
can do anything, and we can do nothing. If 
you try [to] use your own words, speak the 
truth, [you] will be left out of the process with- 
out a license. Who will dare risk that? There 
are a few kamikazes [that is, those willing to 
risk suicide] these days — like Gongadze. But 
mostly you see self-censorship, because eve- 
ryone has a family, no one wants to be in 
[Gongadze’s] place.” 

Ukrainian authorities continue to deny 
charges of media harassment. Dec. 9 Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma signed a decree detail- 
ing new measures to protect the independent 


media. But two days later, 10 regional news- 
paper editors complained that printing houses 
had been pressured into refusing to print their 
newspapers. Three days after that, a fire in- 
spection of the independent Crimean TV and 
radio broadcaster Marion ordered the com- 
pany shut down — even though Kuchma’s — 
decree says such orders can only be given by 
a court. 

Still, Taras Kuzmov of the U.S.-funded 
Internews, which provides training and sup- 
port for regional TV and radio in Ukraine, 
believes the state does not have complete con- 
trol of the media. 

“Tf you talk about there being different opin- 
ions, then I think there has definitely been an 
improvement. Are there problems on the 
larger scale? Yes, of course there are. Are there 
problems with the existing media environ- 
ment, in the way it is regulated and the way it 
is licensed? Yes. But [do] we [have] a situa- 
tion where there is only one monopolized 
voice with absolutely no alternative? No. And 
I think in many ways the Gongadze case il- 
lustrated that point: You do get different points 
of view on that, and you do hear them on tel- 
evision or radio, or you read them.” 

Marion has been able to continue to broad- 
cast from the Crimea because Sholokh’s as- 
sociation successfully lobbied against the fire 
inspection order. And, unusually, the regional 
newspaper editors’ complaints were aired on 
some national news channels. So perhaps the 
Kyiv hearing — together with the furore over 
the Gongadze case — may be the beginning 
of some change for the better. 


SBU denies pressure on RFE/RL 


(RFE/RL)—The Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) has denied that their employ- 
ees are pressuring Radio Liberty journalists 
in order to influence the RFE/RL coverage of 
developments in Ukraine, Interfax reported 
on Jan. 15. The SBU’s denial seems to be in 
response to RFE/RL President Thomas Dine’s 
recent statement on the SBU’s activities vis- 
a-vis RFE/RL. 

“In recent days, people claiming to be 
Ukrainian intelligence officers have ap- 
proached members of our Ukrainian Service 
and threatened reprisals against them and 
those who rebroadcast our programming in 
Ukraine if the service does not modify its cov- 
erage of Ukrainian political developments,” 
Dine said on Jan 12. 

“Many governments in our broadcast region 
over the last 50 years have attempted to si- 
lence or intimidate us,” Dine said, adding that 


“we have never been intimidated and will not 
be intimidated now from providing the kind 
of accurate and reliable information necessary 
to support the rise of a free society.” 

Dine said that the most recent attempt was 
especially disturbing because of the political 
scandal surrounding the death of a reporter in 
Ukraine last fall and suggestions that Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma or his staff may some- 
how have been involved in that event. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty is a pri- 
vate, international communications service to 
Eastern Europe and Southeastern Europe, 
Russia, the Caucasus, Central Asia and the 
Middle East funded by the US Congress 
through the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 
More than 35 million listeners rely on RFE/ 
RL’s news, analysis and current affairs pro- 
grams to provide a coherent, objective account 
of events in their region and the world. 


CE offers to evaluate Moroz tapes 


(RFE/RL)—The Council of Europe on Jan. 
17 offered to arrange for an expert evaluation 
of the audio recordings that allegedly impli- 
cate President Leonid Kuchma in the disap- 
pearance of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze and 
are widely known as the “Moroz tapes.” 

The council added that it will take such a 
step only following the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment’s official request for help in establish- 
ing the authenticity of the tapes. 

Interfax reported that the same day that the 
parliamentary commission headed by 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych decided to send the 
tapes as well as genetic samples of the body 


believed to be Gongadze’s to the Council of 
Europe for independent tests. 

Meanwhile, People’s Deputy Hryhoriy 
Omelchenko said on the following day that 
an independent analysis that he commissioned 
found the tapes to be “100% authentic”. 

He stated that he received a copy of the tape 
from Socialist leader Oleksandr Moroz, which 
he passed to friends abroad. 

To confirm the authenticity of the tape, sam- 
ples of voices of Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko, SBU head Leonid Derkach, and 
Prosecutor General Mykhaylo Potebenko 
were used. 


Kuchma defends himself in Germany 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)— Ukrainian President 
Kuchma met with German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder and German President 
Johannes Rau during his Jan. 18-20 visit to 
Germany. 

Many commentators saw Kuchma’s trip as 
an attempt to improve his international stand- 
ing, which has become significantly marred 
by Ukraine’s tape scandal implicating the 
Ukrainian president in the abduction of inde- 
pendent journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

During his visit, Kuchma denied he was 
linked to the scandal and denounced what he 
called attempts to give a “political slant to a 
crime”, reported Agence France Presse. 

“Both the left and the right are trying to 
use this affair to discredit me, with the aim of 


stopping reforms in Ukraine and sowing un- 
rest among the people,” Kuchma told a joint 
press conference with German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder. 

He insisted he was a “defender of human 
rights” who wanted to ensure freedom of ex- 
pression for the media. 

Schroeder raised the subject of the murder 
during the talks and his foreign policy adviser 
Michael Steiner called for a full inquiry into 
the affair, sources close to the government told 
AFP. 

During the visit, Kuchma handed over to 
Schroeder a manuscript from the Berlin Mu- 
sic Academy’s Bach Archive that was looted 
by Soviet soldiers at the end of World War II 
and discovered in 1999 іп Ukraine. 
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Ukraine turns to 
Kazakhstan for oil needs 


(Eastern Economist)—The Russian government has authorized that 
country’s crude oil producers to export only 2 million tons of crude to 
Ukraine in the first quarter of 2001. 

This has led Ukraine to seek imports from Kazakhstan to fulfill de- 
mand. 

Of the total allocated by Russia, 1.755 million tons is to be delivered to 
the three Ukrainian refineries that are owned by Russian oil companies. 

According to oil traders, Ukraine remains one of the most attractive 
markets for Russian exporters. However, the Euro 34 per ton export duty 
and 20% VAT on shipments to Ukraine mean that they are reluctant to 
deliver to Ukraine. 

Thanks to the export duties, the price of crude oil deliveries is US$29 
per ton higher in Ukraine than in neighboring Belarus, whose supplies 
from Russia are duty free. In the first quarter of 2001, Belarus’ two refin- 
eries were allocated 2.5 million tons. 

Kazakh exporters are planning to supply 940,000 tons of crude oil to 
Ukraine in the first quarter. This includes 250,000 tons that is to be shipped 
to the Tiumen Oil Company’s 400,000 bpd Lysychansk refinery — known 
as LiNOS — by the Kazakh-Chinese producer AktobemunaiGaz. Aktobe 
is supplying Tiumen Oil’s 160,000 bpd Orsk refinery in the Southern Urals, 
while Tiumen Oil is exporting Siberian crude to Lysychansk for the Kazakh 
partner under a swap deal. 


Right unites 

(RFE/RL)—Some 30 political parties and public associations have cre- 
ated a union of national democratic forces called the Ukrainian Right Wing 
(Ukrayinska pravytsya), Interfax reported on Jan. 21. In particular, the 
union includes both factions of Rukh, the Fatherland Party, the Ukrainian 
Republican Party, the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, and the 
Ukrainian Cossacks. The union’s declared goal is to coordinate efforts for 
“embodying the Ukrainian national idea” and create an electoral block of 
the right-wing forces. 


Powell stresses Ukralne’s importance 


(Eastern Economist)—Prior to his appointment US Secretary of State, Colin 
Powell, sent a letter to Ukraine’s Foreign Minister, Anatoliy Zlenko, 
wherein he stressed that US relations with Ukraine carry important mean- 
ing for the US. Powell stressed that he will do everything possible to fur- 
ther strengthen bilateral ties between the two countries, Jan. 15. Powell 
also said he hoped to meet Zlenko shortly. 


Ukraine to reduce army 


(RFE/RL)—According Іо а decree issued on Dec. 29 by President Leonid 
Kuchma on the basis of legislation approved on Dec. 7, Kyiv will reduce 
the number of uniformed service personnel by 15,000 over the next five 
years and the number of civilians employed by the military by 10,000, 
ITAR-TASS reported. Meanwhile, Ukrainian officials acknowledged on 
the same day that Kyiv had, as the United Nations suggested, unwittingly 
sold weapons to Burkina Faso that had fallen into the hands of rebels, AP 
reported. Such sales have been stopped, the Ukrainians said. 


Iranian foreign minister to visit 

(Eastern Economist)—Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi will visit 
Ukraine Jan. 30-31 seeking to explore the potential for trade between the 
two countries. Iran has mentioned that it is especially interested in Ukrain- 
ian aviation, mining, energy, oil and gas and agricultural sectors. Russia is 
likely to sign a contract with Iran for the Tu-334 aircraft. If that contract is 
concluded, Ukraine would be the main subcontractor. 


Expedition heads to Antarctica 

(Eastern Economist)—The 6th Ukrainian Antarctic expedition will go to 
Argentina Jan. 21, said Ukrainian Antarctic Center Director Valeriy 
Lytvynoy, Jan. 16. The first group will prepare a vessel to deliver the 
expedition and cargo to the southern land mass. A group of seven scien- 
tists will work on a space study program during the expedition. 


Group promotes union 


(RFE/RL)—Communist lawmaker Pavlo Baulin on Jan. 17 announced 
the creation of a parliamentary group named “For the Union of Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Russia” (ZUBR), Interfax reported. Baulin added that the 
path to Ukraine’s rebirth is possible only in its union with Belarus and 
Russia. The group consists of 20 lawmakers from several caucuses. 


Icon thieves captured 

(RFE/RL)—Two men suspected of stealing church icons in 1997 from a 
special temporary storage facility in Chornobyl have been arrested, the 
Ukrainian Security Service told AP on Dec. 28. The authorities noted that 
the icons were not radioactive. 


Smuggling increases 

(RFE/RL)—Border guard officials from Russia and Ukraine on Dec. 29 
told ITAR-TASS that the number of criminal groups smuggling migrants 
and illegal goods over the border increased during 2000. Specifically, the 
-number of arrests of border violators by both sides grew by 33.4 percent in 
2000 over the year before, while the value of confiscated contraband rose 
by 46.5 percent, of guns by 82.6 percent and of narcotics by 63 percent. 


Luhansk mine deaths double 

(Eastern Economist)—Over 200 fatal accidents were registered in Luhansk 
oblast coal mines, which is 2 times more than were noted in 1999. The 
latest tragedy in the oblast was an accident at Barakova mine, in which 80 
miners perished. 
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Kyiv redoubles efforts for 
ecclesiastical independence 
from Moscow 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s political independence 
from Russia has yet to be reflected in the ecclesiastical 
sphere, where the Russian Orthodox Church-Moscow 
Patriarchate continues holding sway over a majority of 
Ukraine’s believers. Historically identified with Rus- 
sian state expansionism, and — in that same tradition 
— supportive of the Soviet atheist state’s expansion, 
the Moscow Patriarchate holds fast to a patrimonial- 
territorial concept, which defines the lands of the former 
Soviet Union as parts of a single “canonical space of 
the Russian Orthodox Church” and claims exclusive 
jurisdiction over the Orthodox Churches there. While 
rooted in the Orthodox church tradition, the concept of 
a “canonical space” coterminous with the former So- 
viet Union is being used today as an ecclesiastical 
equivalent to the political vision of a Moscow-domi- 
nated, “integrated CIS space,” entertained by Russian 
State officials. 

The Moscow Patriarchate’s policy has splintered 
Ukraine’s Orthodox clergy and flock, which are cur- 
rently divided into three rival churches. The largest of 
them, led by Patriarch Vladimir (Volodymyr Sabodan) 
accepts subordination to the Moscow Patriarchate and 
tends to be lukewarm about Ukraine’s political inde- 
pendence and cultural distinctiveness. The second larg- 
est, led by Patriarch Filaret (Denisenko), stems from 
that part of the clergy which seceded from the Russian 
Orthodox Church in 1991-92 as a corollary of Ukraine’s 
State independence. It functions to all intents and pur- 
poses as an autocephalous church and supports 
Ukraine’s political and cultural rebirth. The Moscow 
Patriarchate has reacted by casting its anathema upon 
Filaret and other prelates of that church and officially 
classifying the Kyiv Patriarchate as an “assemblage of 
schismatics,” ruling out any contact with it. The small- 
est of the three is titled the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church and has a long record of anti-Soviet 


| resistance underground and abroad. 


The Kyiv Patriarchate and the Autocephalous Church 
currently seek to unite into an Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine fully independent of Moscow and in canoni- 
cal association with the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Constantinople. Ukraine’s presidency and government 
are encouraging this aspiration in a cautious way, de- 
signed to avoid an exacerbation of strife with the pro- 
Moscow church. A sizeable part of the Verkhovna Rada 
actively supports the aspiration toward ecclesiastical 
independence from the Russian Church. Orthodox lay- 
men among those parliamentary deputies have recently 
joined the talks between the Kyiv and Constantinople 
patriarchates toward that goal. 

On Jan. 9 in Kyiv, a Synod of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Kyiv Patriarchate appealed to the believ- 
ers of all three Orthodox churches in Ukraine, to the 
Ukrainian state, and to the Patriarch Bartolomeos of 
Constantinople to achieve during the course of this year 
the goal of a unified, independent Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. The арреаї to three churches’ clergy and be- 
lievers suggests that the differences with the Moscow- 
affiliated church in Ukraine can be settled with due 
patience through an “evolutionary process.” The im- 
plication is that the other two churches ought to pro- 


Moscow Church asks 
Pope to delay visit 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Mos- 
cow Patriarchate has asked Pope John Paul II to post- 
pone his Ukrainian visit which is scheduled to take place 
from 23-27 June. 

The church warned the pope against meeting repre- 
sentatives of other Ukrainian Orthodox groups, which 
the Moscow Patriarchate considers as “‘schismatics.” 

“Tf during your visit there is a meeting between Your 
Holiness and anyone of the schismatic leaders...it would 
mean the practical end of all relations between our 
churches,” Reuters quoted from the Moscow 
Patriarchate’s statement. 

The statement also suggested that the visit may con- 
tribute to whipping up tensions between Orthodox and 
Uniate believers in Ukraine. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said the 
same day that the pope’s trip to Ukraine will go ahead 
as planned. 


ceed with their unification under the Constantinople 
Patriarchate’s auspices at this time, instead of holding 
that aspiration hostage to a highly problematic consent 
from the Russian Church and its branch in Ukraine. 
The appeal to the state leadership contains expressions 
of support by the Kyiv Patriarchate for nation-building 
efforts in Ukraine and the rebirth of its language and 
culture. 

The message to Patriarch Bartolomeos invites him 
to visit Ukraine this coming May and lend an impetus 
to the effort toward ecclesiastical unification under the 
aegis of the Constantinople Patriarchate. The document 
expresses gratitude to Bartolomeos for supporting the 
view that the incorporation of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church into the Russian Church lacked validity from 
its outset in 1686. In that year, the Kyiv Metropolitanate 
was forcibly separated from the Constantinople 
Patriarchate to be placed under the Moscow 
Patriarchate. The Kyiv Synod further stated in its ap- 
peal that “the rule of a foreign, atheist and totalitarian 
state over Ukraine” served to perpetuate that state of 
affairs, which is high time to rectify. 

Last month in Constantinople, a delegation of the 
Verkhovna Rada handed to Bartolomeos an invitation 
— signed by 240 of 450 deputies — to visit Kyiv at his 
earliest convenience. The Patriarch has standing invi- 
tations from President Leonid Kuchma and the gov- 
ernment of Viktor Yushchenko 


“Don’t tum on your television : 
set for Ralph Klein’s annual 
«Fireside Chat. Watch it live 


ona large screen TV at the 
Alberta Legislature. 


Nancy MacBeth will be 
responding to the broadcast. 
Please join your Alberta Liberal 
MLAs and other Alberta 
families. Remember to bring a 
candle and your concerns about 
electricity, health care 
and education. 


Monday, January 29 
6:00 pm 
The Alberta Legislature 
For information, call 
(780) 427-2292 
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Shakhtar juniors 
win in Russia 


(Ukrainian Soccer News)—Shakhtar Donetsk has sent three teams in 
made up of players born between 1984 and 1986 to the annual St. Petersburg 
Cup in Russia. 

Team 1984 beat Dynamo Barnaul 3:0, tied Zhemchuzhyna (Sochi) 1:1 
and beat Russia 1:0 in the semifinal. 

Jan. 11 the team met Yunost from Vladikavkaz in the final. The main 
time ended in 0:0, and Shakhtar won on penalty kicks 4:2. 

Donetsk keeper Roman Stepanenko denied two penalties. 

Team 1985 beat Rostov-na-Donu 3:1, Zenit 1:0, CSKA Moscow 3:0, 
lost to Chertanovo 0:2. In the semifinal they beat Zenit 1:0 and in the Jan. 
10 final they beat Chertanovo 1:0 (Makovetsky) and won the main prize. 

Team 1986 lost to hosts Smena 0:2, tied CSKA Moscow 0:0 and beat 
Sever (Murmansk) 1:0. In the game for the Sth place they beat Uzbekistan 
ЗЛ); 

Shakhtar had won also few other personal trophies: 

From Team 1984 Olexandr Zhdanov was named best defender; Taras 
Danyliuk, best forward; and Yevhen Sytnyk, most valuable player. 

From Team 1985 Ruslan Huk was best keeper; Andri Losnikov, best 
midfielder and Olexandr Pasichny, best forward. 


Daniv dealt to Chicago 


(Ukrainian Soccer News)—The Chicago Fire of Major League Soccer 
traded experience for youth Jan. 4, dealing 36-year-old defender Lubos 
Kubik to the Dallas Burn for 25-year-old midfielder Serhiy Daniv. 

Kubik has been with Chicago since the club’s inaugural season in 1998 
and contributed greatly to the Fire winning the MLS Cup and U.S. Open 
Cup trophies. He was named Defender of the Year that season. 

The Czech international star has made 71 appearances, posting 15 goals 
and 22 assists for 52 points. 

Daniv, born in Lviv, was signed by the Burn in March 1999 from Wake 
Forest Colelge and has played in 31 matches, recording four assists. He 
helped the Burn reach the 1999 MLS Western Conference Finals. 

Thus Chicago Fire collected three Ukrainians — Daniv, Kovalenko and 
Lavrynenko. 


Ukrainian named U.S. gym coach 


Vitaly Marinitch, who won four medals at the world championships 
while competing for the Soviet Union and Ukraine, will be taking over as 
head coach of the U.S. men’s gymnastics team, reports the Associated 
Press. 

He will replace Ron Brant, coach of five-time national champion Blaine 
Wilson, who was picked as coordinator of the U.S. men’s gymnastics team, 
Jan. 16. 

Marinitch currently serves as Brant’s assistant at the U.S. Olympic Train- 
ing Center. 
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Dynamo reinforces its ranks 
with foreign players 


By Serhiy Makhun, The Day 

The leader of Ukrainian soccer continues to reinforce 
its ranks. After acquiring the Bulgarian Georgy Peyev 
and the Romanian Florian Cernat, Kyiv Dynamo also 
invited two Yugoslavs: 22 year-old central fullback 
Goran Gavrancic (first division Cukaricki) and the 24 
year-old halfback Zoran Kulic (second division 
Mladost). 

Although the agreement had been reached before the 
New Year, the players themselves (in Yugoslavia at the 
time) sealed it with their signatures on Jan. 2 in Kyiv. 
On the eve of the national championship’s second leg, 
Dynamo management plans to greatly strengthen the 
squad: talks will be resumed with the Romania’s Brasov 
club about the acquisition of forward Vasile Ghindaru. 
Meanwhile, two Nigerian players, a fullback and a for- 
ward, were to arrive in Kyiv on Jan 15-16. 


Sports/Cnopt 


As we see, Dynamo is paying more and more atten- 
tion to the soccer market in the far abroad, hoping that 
the purchase of players there will help it return to the 
European soccer elite. The hope of spotting talents only 
within the confines of the former USSR seems to be a 
thing of the past. 

In the meantime, Kyiv Dynamo player Kakha 
Kaladze, whose transfer to Italy has been talked about 
for many weeks now, played the full 90 minutes for 
the world’s select team in a Yokohama friendly match 
against the united team of South Korea and Japan. The 
goal scored by the Korean Ko Yongsu prodded the 
world team’s Robert Prosinecki (Croatia) to even things 
up at 1:1. 


Retirement offers no rest for Bubka 


By Nick Davies for IAAF 

It is never easy to hang up your spikes for good, but 
when your name is Serhiy Bubka and you are one of 
the sport’s legends, that moment was harder still. 

But although the Ukrainian admits that he already 
misses the spirit of competition he last tasted at the 
Sydney Games, he is making sure his two sons (Vitaliy 
and Serhiy) enjoy every moment of their own active 
sporting careers. Their sport of choice at present is ten- 
nis, and Serhiy senior is so keen to help his kids that he 
is just packing his bags before flying with them to Syd- 
ney, Australia. There, the boys will enjoy two weeks of 
intensive work at a tennis academy, while mum and 
dad enjoy a “normal” holiday for the first time in al- 


most 20 years! 

But Bubka is also busy preparing for his new role as 
a Member of the IOC’s Executive Committee and has 
spent the last few weeks in Ukraine putting the final 
touches to his annual Pole Vault Stars competition. This 
event, which takes place in Bubka’s home city of 
Donetsk on Feb. 4, was created and is still run by the 
slsany 

By gathering the cream of the world’s specialists for 
a celebration of pole vaulting, Bubka is not just pro- 
viding his city with a great show but helping to raise 
standards in an event he revolutionized in a glittering 
career which saw him win six consecutive world titles 
and set 27 world records between 1984 and 1994. 


Forsberg leads Zubrilova in Biathlon 


Magdalena Forsberg of Sweden, the defending 
Biathlon World Cup champion, leads Ukraine’s Olena 
Zubrilova 570 to 473 points. in this year’s competition, 
as of Jan. 22. 

Magdalena Forsberg earned her eighth consecutive 
victory in the women’s 7.5K sprint, strengthening her 
overall lead in the Cup standings, Jan. 18. 

Forsberg, with one miss but a faster ski cross coun- 
try section, beat Russia’s Olga Pyleva and Germany’s 
Martina Glagow. 

Forsberg finished at 23:51, 6.2 seconds ahead of a 
faultless Pyleva. Glagow was 17.2 seconds behind the 
winner in third place. 

Earlier, won the women’s 10 kilometre pursuit in a 
World Cup biathlon event in Oberhof, Germany, Jan. 
6.5 

Forsberg stretched her lead in the standings. She was 
timed in 31:54.2 with two penalty loops, beating 
Zubrilova by 16.4 seconds. Zubrilova, Forsberg’s tough- 
est rival this season, had one miss. 

Uschi Disl of Germany was third, 2:03.3 behind. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s team of Zubrilova, Olena 
Petrova, Nina Lemesh, Tatyana Vodopyanova, took 


third place in the women’s relay race, Jan. 20. Norway 
was first, Russia second. 


World Cup game to 
be played in Lviv 


(Ukrainian Soccer News)—For the third time in 10 
years, Ukraine’s National Team will play an interna- 
tional game outside of Kyiv. 

FFU president Hryhori Surkis and Lviv regional 
administration head Stepan Senchuk have agreed that 
the World Cup 2002 game Ukraine-Armenia will be 
played in Lviv on Sept. 5, 2001. 

Interestingly, two previous games outside Kyiv were 
friendlies. The first ever game by Ukraine (vs Hun- 
gary) was played in Uzhhorod on April 29, 1992. Three 
years later, Ukraine played Israel in Odesa on April 
2119935 

It is also not clear if Lviv will be the third city out- 
side Kyiv — Donetsk was promised an official game 
too in the fall. 


Втамування гокейної ностальгії 


Євген Моренцов 

(«День») -Справжній подарунок до старого 
Нового року отримали київські шанувальники 
гокею. У суботу, 6 січня, в Палаці спорту відбувся 
матч між збірними ветеранів. України та Росії, 
у якому взяли участь зірки радянського гокею 
60-80-х років вже минулого століття. 

Заповнені трибуни Палацу спорту, вдало 
продумана програма з представленням кожного 
із учасників зустрічі, виступами солістів 
Українського балету на льоду, змаганням у про- 
битті гокейних пенальті, співзвучність зіркових 
iMeH на льоду - все це немов би перенесло 
глядачів у середину 80-х років, коли кожен матч 
київського «Сокола» нперетворювався на гокейне 
свято, у Києві регулярно виступали гранди 
радянського гокею, а зайвого квиточка запитували 
на далеких підступах до палацу. 

Центральною подією цього спортивного вечора 
стала сама гра. Збірну Росії складали гкеїсти, 
кожен з яких є легендою радянського гокею: 
олімпійські чемпіони, багаторазові чемпіони світу, 
Європи та СРСР Віктор Кузькін, Едуард Іванов, 
Юрій Блінов, Валерій Брагін, Федір Канарекін 
- ці імена не раз змушували завмитати серця 
уболівальників на багатьох льодових арзнах світу. 
За команду зірок українського гокею киступали 
і ті, хто у кінці 70-х років у складі київського 


«Сокола» торував шлях до вищої ліги радянського 
гокею, і ті, які завоювали бронзові медалі союзної 
першості у 1985 році, що залишається 
найбільшим успіхом українського гокею. Анатолій 
Дьомін, Анатолій Степанищев, Равіль Юлдашев, 
Олександр Власов, Анантолій Найда - кумири 
київських уболівальників, а наш легендарний 
страж воріт Юрій Шундров у сові 44 роки до 
останнього часу залишався діючим гравцем 
національної збірної України. Саме під час цього 
матчу Юрой оголосив про завершення кар'єри 
гравця і перехід на тренерську роботу у школі 
майстерності гокейних воротарів. 

На майданчику були представники трьох 
поколінь радянського гокею: найстаршому з учас- 
ників матчу виповнилось 63, а «наймолодшому. 
- 34 роки. Декотрі з них вже стали дідусями, 
але зберегли у душі молодецький запал, тому 
гра тримала глядачів у напруженні від першої 
до останньої секунди і звершилася бойовою 
нічиєю - 5:5, доставивши насолоду цінителям 
гокею. Ї нехай у ветеранів, зважаючи на вік, 
швидкості ве не ті, але їхній техніці катання на 
ковзанах, воліднню ключкою, точності передач 
може повчитися нинішня гокейна молодь. Усі 
учасники зустрічі отримали пам'яті подарунки і 
на деякий час стали однією командою, сфотогра- 
фувавшись на згадку про матч. 
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LVR suspends operations in Ukraine 


BP, Motorola also leaving 


(UkrNews)—Regina-based Lateral Vector Resources 
announced on Jan. 16 that effective immediately the 
company will suspend its operations in Ukraine. 

In a statement issued that day, LVR said that “recent 
political developments in Ukraine, further deterioration 
of the business environment in Ukraine and continued 
actions by UkrNafta to impair the financing efforts of 
the company have resulted in the board of directors of 
LVR concluding that attracting project capital at this 
time is not possible. 

LVR plans implement a plan for the orderly distribu- 


tion of assets and liabilities of the company including 
its assets in Ukraine and China. The plan will be pre- 
sented to trade and business partners by Jan. 26. 

LVR is a Canadian resource company that special- 
izes in international oil projects and is listed on The 
Toronto Stock Exchange. 

Meanwhile, oil giant British Petroleum and Ameri- 
can Motorola also announced they are leaving the 
Ukrainian market, reported the BBC Ukrainian Serv- 
ice, Jan. 17. 


Indusmin plans to proceed with $150 
million oil and gas project in Crimea 


(UkrNews)—Houston-based Indusmin Energy Corp. 
announced on Jan. 10 that has recently received from 
MIGA, the Notice of Registration Ref. 0178-01-UA 
(Kerch Oil and Gas Project). 

The registration reflects MIGA’s favorable assess- 
ment of Indusmin’s Preliminary Application For Guar- 
antee of the proposed US$150 million Kerch Oil and 
Gas Project. 

Carlos Munoz, VP Emerging Markets and Director 
of Indusmin Energy Corp, “This is a giant step, for 
Indusmin’s Kerch project and Crimea, to get through 
the first stage with the World Bank with respect to risk 
mitigation and future project financing.” 

MIGA, the investment insurance affiliate of the World 
Bank was created in 1985 “to enhance the flow to de- 
veloping countries of capital and technology for pro- 
ductive purposes under conditions consistent with their 


developmental needs, policies and objectives, on the 
basis of fair and stable standards for the treatment of 
foreign investment.” 

Its secondary mission is to supplement national and 
private agencies supporting foreign direct investment 
through their own investment programs. The Agency 
was designed to encourage foreign investment by pro- 
viding viable alternatives in investment insurance 
against non-commercial risks in developing countries. 

Since Ukraine joined the World Bank in September 
1992, the Bank has been helping to facilitate the coun- 
try’s transition to a market-based economy. 

The new Country Assistance Strategy (CAS) for 
Ukraine for the period from fiscal 2001 to 2003 builds 
on the lessons learned during the implementation of 
the previous CAS, as well as on the knowledge gained 
on Ukraine’s socio-political challenges. 


SPF nets Hr 2.73 billion in 2000 


(Eastern Economist)—As of Dec. 29, Hr 2.73 bil- 
lion in proceeds from privatization were transferred to 
the state budget, reported the State Property Fund., Jan. 
3 


The SPF added that this figure is more than total pri- 
vatization revenues for all nine previous years of pri- 
vatization. 

SPF officials claim they were able to collect this rev- 
enue due to “new privatization principles”, included in 
the Presidential decree on accelerating privatization and 
the Privatization Program for 2000-2002. 

According to the program, proceeds in 2000 were to 
be Hr 2.5 billion, but subsequently the SPF insisted on 
a Hr 2.2 billion-Hr 2.1 billion figure. 

In the end, the plan was unfulfilled because of un- 
successful tenders for stakes in Khartsyzsk Piping and 
Crimean Soda Plants, which the SPF says could have 
brought in over Hr 500 million had those sites sold. In 
addition, a delayed tender for the Zaporizhia Aluminum 
Smelter and the failure to sell a 10% stake in the 
Mykolayiv Alumina Plant hampered last year’s earn- 
ings. 

At the same time, the SPF stated that it “did every- 
thing possible to implement plans.” In particular, the 
SPF noted the sale of 45% of MAP, which garnered 
US$125 million. Other successful tenders include 
Okean shipyard, VolynCement, Malynsk Paper Mill, 


LiNOS and the Kherson Oil Refinery. 

While acknowledging that some of these sites did 
not bring in large amounts of cash, SPF officials noted 
that the second goal of privatization — attracting an 
effective owner — was fulfilled in most cases. Moreo- 
ver, they claimed that large foreign investors have be- 
gun to believe in Ukrainian privatization. 

Such companies as Dutch Damen, Swiss Vigor Hold- 
ing, German Dikeroff, came to Ukraine with serious 
investment plans and participated in the tenders directly, 
not though third companies, thereby positively influ- 
encing Ukraine’s investment image abroad. 2000 ended 
for the SPF with talk of putting the body under the 
control of the Presidential Administration. 

Verkhovna Rada sub-committee on budgetary ex- 
penditures head Oleksandr Svyryda said that this would 
create problems in determining responsibility for pri- 
vatization revenues. 

Currently, the government is responsible for this is- 
sue, and moving the SPF, Svyryda claims, could cloud 
this the process. 

However, in December, SPF Chair Oleksandr Bondar 
favored the idea of allowing the SPF to be supervised 
by the Presidential Administration as this would "150- 
late the SPF from external pressure” of the kind Bondar 
claims was seen in the privatization of Zaporizhia 
Aluminum Smelter. 
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GDP grows 6% 


(RFE/RL)—Natalya Zarudna, Premier Viktor Yushchenko’s spokesper- 
son, told Interfax on Jan. 16 that Ukraine’s GDP in 2000 grew by 6 per- 
cent compared to the previous year. Zarudna added that last year agricul: 
tural production increased by 7.6 percent compared to 1999, the first growth 
registered in the agricultural sector since Ukraine declared independence 
in 1991. Ukraine’s industrial production rose by 12.9 percent compared 
with the previous year. 


New Mriya to be certified 


(Eastern Economist)—Antonov expects that the new An-225 Mriya will 
receive its certification in May 2001. The newest model from Antonov 
aviation will have a cargo capacity of 250 tons, and is to be finished in 
January. So far, six new Motor-Sich engines have been mounted onto the 
aircraft. The new plane has been constructed using US$20 million in fi- 
nancial resources from Motor-Sich and Antonov aviation enterprise. The 
Mriya, which means Dream, should debut at the airshow Le Bourget in 
France in June 2001. Plant executives hope their company’s aircraft will 
be exploited commercially by the second half of 2001. Mriya was first 
created in 1988, when it was envisioned as an air starting platform for the 
space shuttle Buran. 


State debt falls 

(RFE/RL)—The state debt of Ukraine fell from 64.9 billion hryvnia 
(US$11.8 billion) in January 1999 to 54.6 billion hryvnia now, ITAR- 
TASS reported on Jan. 3. Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko said that 
72.1 percent of this indebtedness is domestic, while 27.9 percent is to 
foreign lenders. He added that Ukraine’s debt now is “in any case less 
than 50 percent of GDP.” 


Privatization pace to increase 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian government has announced that it plans to in- 
crease the pace of privatization and to make that process more transparent in 
2001, ITAR-TASS reported on Jan. 2. It has already compiled a list of enter- 
prises to be privatized during the next 12 months and has prepared a draft 
bill that would end a ban on the privatization of approximately, 200 firms. 


Moody’s unlikely to raise rating 

(Eastern Economist)—Moody’s Investors Service is pessimistic about 
Ukraine’s 2001 credit rating. Currently, Ukraine is rated by Moody’s at Caal 
and the agency says there has not been any improvement. Although the agency 
stated that “sovereign credit quality will continue its rebound from the East 
Asia and Russian Crises,” it apparently does not see Ukraine as one of the 
candidates for upgrade due to the country’s four defaults during the past two 
years and weak chances of redeeming existing foreign debt. 


Coal production falls 

(Eastern Economist)—Coal mining enterprises of the country produced 
80.3 million tons of coal in 2000, reported the State Coal Sector Depart- 
ment, Jan. 4, noting that this figure is 700,000 tons less than in 1999. 
Production, explained officials decelerated owing to zero capital invest- 
ment into the sector, while the state’s subsidies are insufficient to operate 
mines at full capacities. 


Satellite launch delayed 

(Eastern Economist)—The launch of a Ukrainian rocket Zenit-3SL, which 
was to carry an American communication satellite into orbit on Jan. 9, 
was postponed for the time being. The delay was caused by a malfunction 
in the satellite XM Radio-1, which were uncovered prior to launch, re- 
ported the Pivdenne construction bureau press service. 


Ukraine to participate in 8 launches 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine plans to participate in the launches of eight 
rockets during 2001, said Dnipropetrovsk Pivdenne construction bureau 
spokesman Yuriy Alekseenko, Jan. 5. He added that annually Ukraine re- 
ceives US$200-250 million from the space market. At the same time, Russia 
plans to launch 29 rockets. According to experts, the current value of the 
commercial launch market is around $70 billion per year. 


Kyiv investment hits $1.2 billion 


(Eastern Economist)—The Director of the Kyiv City Administration 
Foreign Economic Relations and Investment Department Mykhailo 
Pozhyvanov reported at a department meeting Jan. 19 that the total vol- 
ume of foreign investment attracted to Kyiv’s economy from 1991-2000 
reached US$1.2 billion, which constitutes a third of all foreign invest- 
ments made in Ukraine over that period 

Meanwhile, Pozhyvanov pointed out that investment іп Kyiv’s economy 
has dropped off in recent years from $182 million in 1998 to $163 million 
in 2000. Pozhyvanov said he believes that the mean reasons for this de- 
cline are the rate of investment risk and inefficient organization of proce- 
dures for coordinating local investment proposals and programs. 

The largest investments from 1997-2000 came from the US, which ac- 
counted for 22.4% of all investments, Cyprus - 13.85%, Germany - 11.5%, 
Austria - 9.57%, The Netherlands - 9.42% and Great Britain - 6.36%. 


Eastern Economist now offers 
new overseas subscription rates 7 
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Number of unprofitable farms falling 


Eastern Economist)—The number of unprofitable agricultural enterprises 
in 2000 dropped by half, according to Premier Viktor Yushchenko. : 

Dec. 28 he said that he belongs to the category of officials who believe om? 
that the agricultural sector may have a unique effect on Ukraine’s economy. 

He noted that “this sector may provide a significant and effective break- 
through in the national economy on condition that the presidential decree 
on reforming the agriculture sector is implemented.” 

The country’s as policy in 2000 was successful, he added, ac- 
cording to 
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(JF Monitor)—On а visit to Ukraine оп Jan. 18-19, Rus- 
sia’s Defense Minister Igor Sergeev sought to exploit the in- 
ternal political crisis there and draw Ukraine into closer mili- 
tary relations with Russia. 

Sergeev appeared prepared to capitalize on the mutually 
debilitating conflict between — and, increasingly, within — 
Ukraine’s branches of power. 

Sergeev held separate meetings with President Leonid 
Kuchma, Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan Pliushch, Prime 
Minister Viktor Yushchenko and Defense Minister Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk. To a degree, Sergeev’s visit confirmed Moscow’s 
planning assumption that the Ukrainian presidential admin- 
istration, cabinet of ministers, and parts of the Verkhovna Rada 
(parliament) could, in their weakened condition, be nudged 
into some concessions they had long withheld. 

The sides agreed in principle to exercise “joint control” 
over the inner and outer anchorages of their respective fleets 
in Sevastopol. Ukraine had previously turned that idea down 
because Sevastopol and its waters are Ukrainian territory, 
subject to Ukrainian — not “joint” or “shared” — control. 
Ukraine, moreover, had all along opposed Moscow’s propos- 
als for “joint basing” of the two fleets, ultimately winning 
Russian acceptance of separate basing in Sevastopol’s bays. 
Joint control over anchorages, if implemented, would mark a 
first step backward toward joint basing. 

The “joint control” proposal stems in part from Russian 
frustration with Ukraine’s refusal to prenotify the Russian 
side about visits by NATO countries’ warships to the Ukrain- 
ian naval base in Sevastopol. The October 2000 visit by two 
American warships was only the latest such case. Ukraine 
always countered Russian protests by citing Ukraine’s unre- 
stricted sovereign right to receive naval visits in its own wa- 
ters. 

Sergeev revived an earlier Russian proposal to create a joint 
naval squadron for protecting “common security interests” 
of Russia and Ukraine in the Black Sea. Kyiv’s perception of 
those interests, however, does not overlap with Moscow’s to 
the extent of warranting a joint naval squadron. 

But in the current political atmosphere, the Ukrainian side 
made three limited, still tentative, concessions. 

It agreed, first, to consider participating in combat phases 
of the annual exercise of Russian and Ukrainian fleets in the 
Black Sea. Until now, the two fleets have held those exer- 
cises simultaneously, but not jointly, and the Ukrainians made 
a point of not holding the combat phase of the exercise in 
parallel with the Russian fleet. 
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Moscow wants closer military ties with Ukraine 


Second, the Ukrainians agreed to consider creating a joint 
rescue squadron of the two fleets; and, third, to hold follow- 
up discussions on creating a joint naval transport squadron to 
support Russian and Ukrainian peacekeeping troops in inter- 
national operations. Meanwhile, however, Ukrainian troops 
serve under NATO command in some peacekeeping opera- 
tions and participate in NATO-led exercises. Russia does nei- 
ther. Moscow could use joint transport arrangements, if they 
are implemented, to dilute Ukraine’s direct ties with NATO. 

A further “understanding,” which Sergeev bagged in Kyiv, 
affects both naval and land exercises to be held in Ukraine 
under NATO’s aegis. It envisages “Russia’s participation from 
the outset in the planning of all international exercises on 
Ukrainian territory.” Exercises at the Yavoriv range — on 
which Ukraine conferred in 1999 the status of a NATO train- 
ing centre — would presumably fall under that provision. 


Ukraine may help Poland 
modernize its armed forces 


(BBC Monitoring Service/ITAR-TASS)—Ukraine can а5- 
sist Poland greatly in modernizing its armed forces, Polish 
Defence Minister Bronislaw Komorowski said, Jan. 22. 

He and his Ukrainian counterpart Oleksandr Kuzmuk 
signed a conceptual agreement to this effect in Yalta. 

Komorowski noted that the military reform program 
adopted in Poland calls for modernization of weaponry within 
six years, including Soviet-made planes, to bring it in line 
with NATO standards. 

Cooperation between Poland and Ukraine may accelerate 
after the two countries have signed an agreement on the non- 
disclosure of military and technical secrets. 

The Polish minister expressed satisfaction with the results 
of his talks in Ukraine and said that his country is ready to 
help Kyiv obtain access to the West European security sys- 
tem experience. 

The two ministers also signed a program for cooperation 
between their ministries in 2001-2003 and worked out in de- 
tail a program of cooperation for this year. It calls for 69 joint 
events, 36 of which will be held in Poland and 33 in Ukraine. 

Troops of the two countries will participate in military ex- 
ercises. Ukraine and Poland also plan rotation of their joint 
battalion in Kosovo for this year. 
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“From the outset” 15 а key phrase. NATO and Ukraine have 
all along invited Russia to participate in most exercises on 
Ukrainian territory, wanting to involve Russia in some of the 
planning phases of certain exercises. 

But participation in planning all exercises from the outset 
would be an intrusive form of involvement. If accepted, it 
could grant Moscow the voice it seeks in NATO decisions — 
at the very least with regard to NATO-Ukraine relations. 

Along with those tentative concessions, Kyiv turned down 
those of Sergeev’s proposals which would have severely 
eroded the Ukrainian — and, thus, the international — abil- 
ity to monitor Russian military activities in Ukraine’s waters 
and air space Moscow wants full latitude to use its fleet, avia- 
tion and landing troops [“‘marine infantry”] based in 
Sevastopol, without prenotification to Ukraine, in Russian 
military operations such as those in the Caucasus. It seeks a 
broad leeway to modernize the Crimean-based Russian fleet 
and naval aviation and their weaponry — that is, to augment 
Russian military power on Ukraine’s territory — without hav- 
ing to seek Kyiv’s consent. 

Moscow proposes, furthermore, to add several submarines 
to the Russian fleet — a development which would seriously 
concern the other Black Sea countries. It rules out Ukrainian 
short-notice inspection of the Russian fleet’s weaponry, in 
spite of lingering uncertainty surrounding some of that weap- 
onry’s dual capability — conventional and nuclear. And it 
wants to exempt its Su-24 aircraft from Ukrainian inspec- 
tions which would ascertain whether those planes’ special 
racks for nuclear-armed bombs were removed. 

The three Russian-Ukrainian agreements on the Black Sea 
Fleet’s partition, signed in 1997, left those issues unresolved. 
Kyiv has since resisted and, apparently, continues resisting 
Moscow’s attempts to settle those issues on terms detrimen- 
tal not just to Ukraine, but to international security in the en- 
tire Black Sea basin as well. The Ukrainians openly disagreed 
with Sergeev’s strictures against NATO’s enlargement. His 
counterpart Kuzmuk reaffirmed the view that every country 
has the right independently to choose the means of providing 
for its security. 

Sergeev held out to Ukraine the incentive of joint programs 
in weapons research and development, production and mar- 
keting. The discussions focused on aerospace projects and a 
military transport plane. The sides agreed on maintaining the 
status quo regarding the operation of the strategic missile 
warning system in Ukraine near Sevastopol and Mukachevo, 
which provide Russia with information in return for modest 
rental payments. 
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